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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community as it provides an integrated and region-specific understanding of the epidemiology, pathogenic variability, and molecular identity of Colletotrichum capsici causing chilli anthracnose in Tamil Nadu. By combining field surveys, pathogenicity assays, morphological traits, and ITS-based molecular characterization, the study strengthens the reliability of pathogen identification and highlights intraspecific virulence diversity. 

The findings offer valuable baseline data for plant pathologists and breeders to design targeted disease management strategies and develop resistant chilli cultivars. Additionally, the documented variability among isolates contributes to a broader understanding of Colletotrichum population dynamics in tropical agro-ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	For improved clarity, conciseness, and journal appeal, the following optional alternative titles may be considered:

1. “Survey, Pathogenic Variability and Molecular Characterization of Colletotrichum capsici Causing Anthracnose of Chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) in Tamil Nadu, India”

2. “Distribution, Pathogenicity and ITS-Based Molecular Characterization of Colletotrichum capsici Associated with Chilli Anthracnose in Tamil Nadu”

3. “Pathogenic and Molecular Diversity of Colletotrichum capsici Causing Anthracnose of Chilli in Tamil Nadu, India”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	You may briefly mention the implications of identifying the most virulent isolate (e.g., its usefulness in resistance screening or disease management studies) to strengthen the applied significance.

The sentence on molecular characterization could be slightly condensed to avoid repetition of methodological details already implied.

If word limits permit, adding a short concluding line emphasizing the relevance of the findings for breeding and integrated disease management would enhance impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears to be scientifically sound and correct. The study follows established methodologies for plant pathology research, including:

· Systematic field surveys for disease incidence.

· Isolation and purification of the pathogen using standard protocols.

· Pathogenicity testing under controlled pot culture conditions with appropriate disease rating scales.

· Morphological characterization of isolates using recognized microscopic and cultural observations.

· Molecular identification using ITS rDNA sequencing, BLAST analysis, and phylogenetic tree construction, which are widely accepted for confirming Colletotrichum species.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and relevant, covering both classical and recent studies. However, adding a few more recent (2022–2024) studies on C. capsici molecular characterization and eco-friendly anthracnose management in India would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Minor suggestions:
· A few sentences could be slightly simplified for readability.

· Some repetitive phrases (e.g., regarding ITS sequencing or pathogen identity) could be condensed.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is a well-designed and comprehensive study on chilli anthracnose caused by Colletotrichum capsici in Tamil Nadu, integrating field surveys, pathogenicity assays, morphological characterization, and molecular identification. It provides valuable insights into the variability and virulence of pathogen populations, which is essential for disease management and breeding resistant chilli cultivars.

The methodology is robust and clearly described, and the results are well-presented with appropriate tables and figures. The discussion logically interprets findings in the context of previous studies, and the conclusions are consistent with the data.

The manuscript is scientifically sound, novel, and relevant to plant pathology and crop protection research. Minor improvements could include adding a few recent references, slightly condensing repetitive phrases, and emphasizing the practical applications of identifying the most virulent isolate.

Overall, this work is suitable for publication after minor refinements.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No, there do not appear to be any ethical issues in this manuscript. The study involves plant pathogens and cultivated crops only, with standard field and laboratory experiments. There is no use of human or animal subjects, no biohazard concerns beyond routine fungal work, and no ethical conflicts are evident in data collection or reporting.

All methodologies, including pathogen isolation, pathogenicity tests, and molecular analyses, follow accepted scientific and laboratory practices.
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