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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes valuable baseline data on the physicochemical and microbiological quality of well water in an understudied inland urban setting of Côte d’Ivoire. By integrating nitrogen pollution indicators with an advanced fecal contamination index, the study offers a comprehensive risk assessment approach relevant to public health, environmental chemistry, and groundwater management. The findings highlight critical links between sanitation infrastructure, shallow aquifer vulnerability, and drinking water safety. The results are particularly useful for policymakers and researchers working on water quality monitoring in rapidly urbanizing regions of Sub-Saharan Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate, specific, and accurately reflects the scope, location, and analytical focus of the study. It clearly communicates both the environmental (nitrogen pollution) and health (fecal contamination) dimensions of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well structured. It clearly presents the study background, methodology, key physicochemical and microbiological findings, and public health implications. No major additions are required. Minor language polishing was carried out in the revised manuscript to improve clarity, consistency of units, and scientific tone without changing the results or interpretation.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The sampling strategy, analytical methods, and indices used (WQI and FCI) follow internationally recognized standards (WHO, NF, ISO). Data interpretation is consistent with hydrogeochemical and microbiological principles, and conclusions are fully supported by the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate and relevant. The bibliography includes recent peer-reviewed studies (2020–2025), WHO guideline documents, and region-specific groundwater research. No essential references were found missing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language has been carefully reviewed and improved for clarity, grammar, and academic tone. Redundant phrasing was removed, terminology standardized, and section transitions improved to meet scholarly communication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures and tables were checked for consistency with the text, and captions were clarified where necessary. The manuscript now follows a clear IMRaD structure and aligns well with the scope of IRJPAC.

The manuscript is scientifically robust and required only language polishing and minor structural refinements.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are associated with this study. The research involved environmental water sampling only and did not include human or animal subjects.
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