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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript does an excellent job weaving together BRFSS state‑level data with the broader literature on social determinants, GI and CVD risk, and health equity. The focus on race–region interactions (e.g., Non‑Hispanic Black adults in the South, Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders) is highly relevant and consistent with current evidence on obesity disparities in the U.S.
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	This is a very strong, timely paper with a clear public‑health message, and the structure (abstract → methods → multi‑level findings → implications) is already solid. The narrative is rich, but at times it reads more like a mini‑review than a strictly empirical paper; tightening the link between your own analyses and the cited literature will make the contribution clearer.
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