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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Overall, the study is well-designed and rigorously conducted, providing valuable insights into the incidence, prevalence, and severity of foliar diseases affecting sorghum. The findings are particularly relevant for developing effective disease management strategies, which are crucial given the substantial yield losses caused by these pathogens. The manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the understanding of sorghum pathology in the surveyed regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes with slight modifications, to improve clarity and readability. Suggested title: Identification, Incidence, and Prevalence of Foliar Diseases of Sorghum in Farmers’ Fields of the Tanout Commune 


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, It is comprehensive
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Moderate, The sentence formation should be improved, which I will be attaching file
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the study is well-designed and rigorously conducted, providing valuable insights into the incidence, prevalence, and severity of foliar diseases affecting sorghum. The findings are particularly relevant for developing effective disease management strategies, which are crucial given the substantial yield losses caused by these pathogens. The manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the understanding of sorghum pathology in the surveyed regions. I believe the manuscript is suitable for publication after addressing the following suggested corrections and clarifications. 

1.
The current title could be modified to improve clarity and readability. Suggested title: Identification, Incidence, and Prevalence of Foliar Diseases of Sorghum in Farmers’ Fields of the Tanout Commune 

2.
The authors are encouraged to expand the introduction by strengthening the rationale of the study and explicitly linking the research outcomes to disease management strategies.

3.
The statement in 3.1.1 should be revised for clarity; a suggested modification is provided.

A total of six foliar diseases of sorghum were identified in farmers’ fields in the Tanout commune (Figure 3; Table 2).

4.
The contents of Table 2 should be arranged in the same serial order as the disease symptoms presented in Figure 3 for better clarity and consistency.

5.
In 3.1.2, the opening sentence of the paragraph should be revised to improve readability and avoid beginning the section with a table reference. The prevalence of foliar diseases across the surveyed villages is presented in Table 3.

6.
In 3.1.2, The statement should be revised for clarity; a suggested modification is provided: All identified diseases were observed in the surveyed fields, except stripe leaf spot, which was not detected in the villages of Goguine Gwom-Gwom and Oumaradi.

7.
The spelling of grey/gray leaf spot should be standardized throughout the manuscript for consistency.

8.
In 3.1.2, The statement should be revised for clarity; Some villages, such as Dalli, Dalli Haoussawa, Baboul-Yachi, Goguine Kassoula, Goguine Gwon-Gwon and Tanout, have recorded particularly high levels of infestation for several diseases, making them areas at high phytosanitary risk. 

Suggested statement: Several villages, including Dalli, Dalli Haoussawa, Baboul-Yachi, Goguine Kassoula, Goguine Gwon-Gwon, and Tanout, recorded particularly high infestation levels for multiple diseases, indicating a high phytosanitary risk.

9.
In 3.1.3, The statement should be revised for clarity and flow: The surveyed fields were almost evenly distributed according to the incidence ranges for oval spots. Thus, nineteen percent (19%) of the fields had an incidence of 20% or less, thirty-one percent (31%) had a moderate incidence between 21% and 50%, and twenty percent (20%) had an incidence greater than 80%.

Suggested statement:  Fields were nearly evenly distributed across oval spot incidence classes, with 19% showing ≤20% incidence, 31% showing moderate incidence (21–50%), and 20% exceeding 80%.

10.
In Section 3.1.4, the paragraph should begin with a clear statement of the results rather than a figure reference; the figure can be cited later in the text.

11.
 In Section 3.1.5, clarification is needed on whether banded spot and zoned spot refer to the same disease. If so, consistent terminology should be used throughout the manuscript.

12.
In Section 3.2, revise this for better explanation and readability: Similar to this work, surveys conducted on the incidence and prevalence in 2019, and on the incidence, prevalence and severity of sorghum diseases in 2022 in production areas in Niger, showed that foliar disease pressure varied from area to area and from field to field. Thus, of the 121 fields surveyed in 2019, twenty (20) had an anthracnose incidence greater than 95%, including four in the Tillabéri region, seven in the Dosso region, six in the Tahoua region, and three in the Maradi region (Louis et al., 2020). In 2022, the highest average incidence of leaf blight (95%) was recorded in the Tahoua and Zinder regions, while the highest average incidences of oval spot (80%), anthracnose (56%), and gray spot were observed in the Maradi region (Louis et al., 2023).

Suggested change: Similar to the present study, previous surveys on sorghum diseases in Niger (2019 and 2022) demonstrated that foliar disease pressure varied significantly across regions and fields. In 2019, of the 121 fields surveyed, 20 had anthracnose incidences greater than 95%, including four fields in the Tillabéri region, seven in the Dosso region, six in the Tahoua region, and three in the Maradi region (Louis et al., 2020). In 2022, the highest average incidence of leaf blight (95%) was recorded in the Tahoua and Zinder regions, while the Maradi region showed the highest average incidences for oval spot (80%), anthracnose (56%), and gray spot (Louis et al., 2023).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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