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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it provides empirical evidence on how integrated nutrient management strategies can enhance soil biological health and nutrient availability in intensive forage systems. By comparing the reduction of mineral fertilizers with organic amendments, such as vermicompost and farmyard manure, the study offers practical insights into balancing productivity with long-term soil sustainability. The inclusion of leguminous crops, such as Berseem, highlights the critical role of crop diversification in improving nitrogen status and microbial activity, which are key indicators of soil resilience. Overall, the findings contribute to advancing sustainable soil management practices, offering both theoretical and applied value for researchers, agronomists, and policymakers working toward food security and environmental conservation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	no
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, but need to add some recent references
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study spans only two years. While short-term effects are well captured, conclusions about sustainability (e.g., organic carbon build-up) should be more cautious. Consider explicitly stating that longer-term trials are needed to confirm SOC trends.

The discussion is comprehensive but sometimes repetitive (e.g., vermicompost superiority is reiterated multiple times). Streamlining would improve readability.

The link between microbial biomass and nutrient cycling could be expanded—how do higher SMBC values translate into forage productivity or ecosystem resilience?

The beneficial role of Berseem is well established; however, the manuscript could benefit from a clearer explanation of why P, K, and S were unaffected by the sequence. Is this due to soil buffering, short duration, or limited legume effect beyond N?

The conclusion could be strengthened by highlighting farmer-level implications: cost savings from reduced fertilizer, potential yield tradeoff, and scalability of vermicompost use.

Discuss the availability and affordability of vermicompost at scale-this is critical for adoption.

The review cites relevant studies, but many references are recent and region-specific. Including broader global evidence (e.g., African or Latin American forage systems) would enhance generalizability.

Some citations are clustered without critical synthesis; highlight gaps more explicitly.

Some references are cited with parentheses but lack consistency (e.g., “(Villafuerte et al., 2024)” vs “Dong and his co-workers”). Standardize citation style.
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