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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper focused on intercropping benefits for climate-smart soil function optimizations. The authors highlighted the benefits of intercropping as it concerns optimizing soil functions and dynamic soil properties relevant for climate change mitigations and advancing crop productivity. By proposing a mechanism-based framework, the authors move to connect intercrop designs and management techniques that is determines the degree of response as they influence measurable soil functions. This will aid in decision management relating to advancing soil functions and optimizing yields on a sustainable basis in the face of the changing climatic conditions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable. 
Another alternative title could be – “A mechanism-based framework of intercropping for climate-smart soil functions: A global review. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and well-informed. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is written in a simple scientific term, easy to grasp and elucidate.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient for the reported reviewed studies. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript language is good and relatable. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is well written and advances the knowledge gap that involves synthesizing the factors that influence the level of influence of intercropping on soil functions. However, I feel the authors could improve the quality of this paper by highlighting some of the perks of intercropping which reduces the adoption by smallholder farmers. Answering the question “does adopting intercropping systems as a climate-smart agricultural practice ALWAYS result in positive effect on soil functions? What about crop yields which are the farmers main target? Etc.”
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