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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	Importance for the scientific community as it addresses sustainable agricultural practices in a region with unique agro-climatic conditions. It provides insights into the adaptability and productivity of lentil cultivars under organic mulching, a critical technique for soil moisture conservation and weed management. The findings contribute to the growing body of knowledge on eco-friendly farming, offering practical solutions to enhance pulse production while maintaining soil health and biodiversity. This study is partiPerformance of Lentil Cultivars under Organic Mulching in Meghalayacularly relevant for researchers, agronomists, and policymakers aiming to promote sustainable agriculture in hill ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title "Performance of Lentil Cultivars under Organic Mulching in Meghalaya" is clear, concise, and informative, making it suitable for the article. It effectively conveys the primary focus of the research- evaluating lentil cultivars and the role of organic mulching in the specific context of Meghalaya. if the study includes broader implications or findings, the title could be slightly expanded to reflect that. 

· "Evaluating the Performance of Lentil Cultivars under Organic Mulching Practices in Meghalaya"
· "Impact of Organic Mulching on the Performance of Lentil Cultivars in Meghalaya's Hill Ecosystems"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	· Clearly state the objective to show the study's relevance.

· Include a brief mention of the experimental setup (e.g., the number of cultivars, types of mulch used).

· Highlight specific results, such as the percentage increase in yield or improvement in soil moisture retention.

· Emphasize the study's significance, such as its potential for improving sustainable agriculture in Meghalaya's hill ecosystems.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· If the methodology Is suggest providing additional details.

· If the results lack statistical validation, recommend including proper analysis.

· Ensure the discussion connects findings to broader agricultural practices and the specific context of Meghalaya.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The majority of references should be from the past 5–10 years to reflect the latest research. However, foundational studies may also be included, even if they are older.

1. Singh, M., & Yadav, D. S. (2021). Advances in Lentil Cultivation under Changing Climate Scenarios. Legume Research.

2. Bhatt, R., et al. (2020). Organic Mulching: A Sustainable Approach to Soil Health and Crop Productivity. Agriculture Ecosystems & Environment.

3. Rao, K. V., & Subramaniam, S. (2018). Agricultural Practices in Hill Ecosystems of Northeast India: Challenges and Opportunities. Current Science.

4. Roy, M., & Tiwari, S. C. (2019). Impact of Organic Farming Practices on Pulses in Meghalaya. Indian Journal of Agronomy.

5. FAO (2020). Sustainable Agricultural Practices in South Asia.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Good 
	

	Optional/General comments


	General Comments

1. Significance of Study: The manuscript explores a relevant and timely topic, especially given the increasing emphasis on sustainable agriculture and the unique agro-climatic conditions of Meghalaya. The study is particularly significant for advancing pulse production in hill ecosystems.

2. Innovative Aspects: Highlighting the use of organic mulching as a sustainable practice adds value to the research. Including a comparison with conventional practices would further strengthen the argument for adopting organic mulching.

3. Practical Implications: The manuscript effectively links its findings to the practical benefits of lentil cultivation in Meghalaya. Providing specific recommendations for farmers or policymakers could increase its impact.

4. Data Presentation: The data is presented clearly, but the inclusion of more visual aids (e.g., graphs or charts) to summarize key findings would enhance reader engagement and understanding.

· Including an economic analysis of the mulching practice (e.g., cost-effectiveness) would provide added value.

· Limitations:
Clearly stating the limitations of the study, such as specific environmental factors or scalability, would improve its transparency.

· Future Research:
Propose areas for further research, such as testing these methods on other pulse crops or in different agro-climatic zones.

Final Thoughts

The manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the field of sustainable agriculture and the promotion of lentil cultivation in Meghalaya. Addressing the above points would enhance its scientific rigor and practical relevance.
This section provides feedback from the journal editorial office and editors to guide the authors in refining the manuscript "Performance of Lentil Cultivars under Organic Mulching in Meghalaya".

1. Title: The title is clear and informative, but it could be slightly expanded to emphasize the study's scope. For instance, "Evaluating the Performance of Lentil Cultivars under Organic Mulching Practices in Meghalaya" may provide better clarity and appeal.

2. Abstract:  Ensure the abstract includes all essential elements: the background, objectives, methods, key results, and conclusions. Avoid excessive technical details while maintaining clarity. Highlight the broader implications of the study in the abstract to attract a wider audience.

3. Keywords: Add relevant keywords to improve discoverability. Consider terms like sustainable agriculture, hill ecosystems, soil health, lentil productivity, and mulching techniques.

4. Introduction: Expand on the rationale for the study and its relevance to the unique agro-climatic conditions of Meghalaya. Provide a more detailed literature review to position the study within the context of existing research.

5. Methodology:  Ensure the methodology is described with sufficient detail for reproducibility, including specifics of mulching materials, experimental design, and statistical methods.

6. Results and Discussion: Use more visual aids (graphs, tables, or images) to present results clearly and effectively. Discuss the findings in relation to similar studies, emphasizing significance of your results. Address potential limitations of the study and their impact on the conclusions.

7. References:  Ensure references are recent, relevant, and cited in accordance with the journal’s format. Add citations to key studies on lentil cultivars, organic mulching, and sustainable agriculture in hill ecosystems, if missing.

8. Language and Grammar: Conduct a thorough review to ensure proper grammar, syntax, and formatting in line with the journal's guidelines. Consider professional language editing services if needed.

Conclusion:  Emphasize the practical applications of your findings and their relevance to local farmers, policymakers, or researchers.
	

	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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