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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript clearly identifies a real problem tied to traditional fish smoking practices in Warri. Establishes relevance to both microbial and toxicological safety. The aim is clear, focused, and measurable. appropriately integrated microbial contamination with PAHs and heavy metals. Appropriate and standard analytical techniques are used. Microbiological assays, GC–MS for PAHs, AAS for heavy metals, Use of USEPA and WHO frameworks strengthens credibility. Presents specific microbial species, enhancing scientific value. The results reports quantitative PAH data and compares it with EU regulatory limits. Clearly identifies children as a more vulnerable population. Use of ILCR strengthens risk interpretation.
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-Specify whether the study assesses prevalence, load, or compliance with standards. 

-Briefly state: Number of samples, Fish species analyzed, Risk assessment population assumptions (adult/child body weight) 

-Improve taxonomic formatting.

-Add brief quantitative summaries or ranges.

-Clarify whether exceedances were market-specific or widespread.
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