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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a valuable contribution to the understanding of longitudinal water quality variation in tropical river systems using an integrated statistical and multivariate approach. By comparing hydrologically contrasting highland and lowland stretches of the Pamba River, the study highlights the influence of geomorphology, wetland interaction, and anthropogenic pressure on river water quality. The findings are highly relevant for river basin management, conservation planning, and environmental monitoring in monsoon-influenced tropical regions. Furthermore, the study offers a reliable baseline for future seasonal and long-term water quality assessments.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate, clear, and accurately reflects the scope and content of the study. It effectively captures the longitudinal perspective and the transformation of water quality from highland to wetland-dominated lowland environments.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured and comprehensive, clearly presenting the background, objectives, methodology, key results, and major conclusions of the study. The use of integrated statistical and multivariate analyses is well highlighted.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically robust. The study design, selection of physicochemical parameters, and application of statistical and multivariate techniques (t-test, correlation analysis, PCA, cluster analysis, and WQI) are appropriate and well justified. The interpretation of results is consistent with established scientific principles and supported by relevant literature. No major scientific flaws were identified.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, relevant, and up to date, including both foundational studies and recent literature (up to 2024–2025). They appropriately support the theoretical background, methodology, and discussion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language quality is generally good and suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clear, coherent, and technically accurate.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well organized, and the integration of descriptive, inferential, multivariate, and index-based analyses enhances the robustness of the findings. The consistency between PCA, cluster analysis, and WQI results strengthens the overall conclusions. The study is relevant and useful for researchers, environmental managers, and policymakers working on river water quality and wetland-connected river systems.
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