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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important especially for this region in terms of water management issues and its relation to food security. To the scientific community, this research gives an idea of how climate in the region is behaving and can be related to other parts of the world and lessons can be gotten form these observations.
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	The title is suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensively written and no additions are needed. However, it requires revision especially being consistent capitalization, clearer methodological details (such as SPI time scale and data sources), and more cautious interpretation of causal links between rainfall variability, agricultural productivity, and food vulnerability. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes it is
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	80% of the references are recent which is commendable
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	There is need for a thorough English review if possible.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is well presented however there are some element of French especially in the tables which needs to be revised and present the information in proper English for a wider audience.
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