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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Indeed, the manuscript holds importance for the scientific community. This manuscript significantly contributes to the assessment of the effects of climate change across elevational gradients in the Central Himalaya by integrating community-based socioeconomic perceptions with long-term remote sensing (21-year NDVI analysis). These mixed-method approaches are still rare in Himalayan research particularly at fine spatial and livelihood-relevant scales. The study improves knowledge of phenological changes, livelihood vulnerability and alpine ecosystem responses in a mountain region with limited data. Planning for climate adaptation biodiversity preservation and sustainable land-use management in high-altitude socio-ecological systems can all benefit greatly from its conclusions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is generally appropriate, understandable and appropriate because it conveys the study’s methods, scope and geographic focus. Both the ecological (vegetation dynamics and elevational gradients) and social (community livelihoods) aspects are successfully captured. I suggest a slightly modified topic: 

“The impact of climate change on the livelihoods of communities in Indias Central Himalaya across elevational gradients and the dynamics of alpine vegetation”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured, offering a concise synopsis of the key conclusions, procedures, goals and implications. But with a few tweaks, it could be even more potent. To improve geographic clarity, think about summarizing the study area (Byans Valley, Central Himalaya). A more detailed explanation of the implications would improve the abstract, especially regarding policy conservation and adaptation. A minor tightening of the repetition of numbers (For example, multiple percentage values) could make the text simpler without sacrificing its meaning. Overall, only slight synthesis and refinement are advised; no significant deletions are needed. 


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	With its appropriate application of tried-and-true techniques like NDVI time-series analysis elevational stratification using DEM data and participatory rural appraisal tools the manuscript seems to sound scientifically. The current literature on climate change in alpine environments generally aligns with the interpretations of vegetation trends, phenological shifts and community perceptions. The manuscript would benefit from clearly stating the limitations of NDVI even though causal claims are generally cautious and well-supported (e.g. the subjectivity present in perception-based data as well as snow effects saturation and coarse resolution. These are small problems that do not compromise the validity of science. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Indeed, the list of references is comprehensive pertinent and contains numerous recent sources (2020–2024), such as IPCC AR6 and recent research on the Himalayas. Climate change, alpine ecology NDVI applications and community-based adaptation are all sufficiently covered in the literature. My optional suggestion (in case of space and time): MODIS/Sentinel data have been used in recent studies on Himalayan greening or elevation-dependent warming. Research on the connections between livelihood and climate in mountain socio-ecological systems (e.g. IPBES mountain evaluations) can be added to some degree. This is not mandatory for you. These would enhance the regional and thematic framing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript effectively communicates complex concepts, and the language is generally intelligible. However, there are grammatical errors, repetitive phrasing, and intermittent tense throughout the text. A thorough professional language edit is recommended to improve fluency, conciseness and academic tone particularly in the Introduction Results and Discussion sections.
	

	Optional/General comments


	One significant strength is the integration of community perceptions with NDVI trends which could be highlighted more clearly as a conceptual contribution. The manuscript relies heavily on figures so it would be easier to read if the labels captions and cross-referencing were all consistent. To cut down on repetition and improve synthesis across elevations and data sources, the discussion could be a little more condensed. All things considered, this is a timely methodologically sound and policy-relevant study that has a good chance of being published following small to moderate changes.
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