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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This research is significant for the scientific community because it sheds light on a critical issue concerning the quality and safety of commercially available probiotic/pre-probiotic products, particularly those sold online in India. Researchers utilized a sophisticated and precise technique—metagenomics 16S rRNA analysis—to detect the actual microbial composition and compare it to the labeling. The results reveal a clear discrepancy in product content, including the presence of opportunistic and pathogenic bacteria, raising serious health and regulatory concerns
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is appropriate in principle and reflects the content of the study, but it could be more accurate and scientifically robust if it clearly indicated the label mismatch and potential health risks.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The summary is comprehensive and well-organized, and clearly presents the objective, methodology, results, and conclusions
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the research is scientifically and methodologically sound. The study design, DNA extraction methods, gene sequencing, and bioinformatics analysis are all appropriate and up-to-date. The interpretation of the results is logical and consistent with the presented data and previous scientific literature.

Minor suggestions for improvement:

It would be beneficial to clarify the distinction among the terms probiotic, prebiotic, and synbiotic throughout the text.

Adding a brief discussion about potential sources of contamination (during manufacturing or analysis) could strengthen the argument.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, diverse, and relatively recent, including studies up to 2024–2025, which is very positive. They also cover relevant regulatory, technical, and clinical aspects.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is acceptable for scholarly publication, and the content is clear and understandable to specialist readers. However, a light proofreading is recommended to correct some grammatical and spelling errors and improve the phrasing of longer sentences.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The research is original, important, scientifically valuable, and suitable for publication after minor revisions. Among the study's primary weaknesses are the limited sample size, the lack of assessment of bacterial viability, and the absence of supporting culture-based evidence for the molecular findings. Furthermore, the use of 16S rRNA does not allow identification at the strain level or differentiation between live and dead cells, and there is no absolute quantitative analysis and insufficient discussion of potential sources of contamination.
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