Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	European Journal of Nutrition & Food Safety 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_EJNFS_150143

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Design, Development and Performance evaluation of air classifier for decorticated mass of dried water chestnut (Trapa Natas)

	Type of the Article
	Original Research Article


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study is important because it addresses a critical mechanization gap in the post-harvest processing of water chestnut. By integrating physical, aerodynamic, and performance analyses, it provides engineering-based evidence for the feasibility of air classification as a separation method for decorticated kernels and peels. The work contributes practical design parameters and operational benchmarks that can be adapted to similar crops and small- to medium-scale processing system.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is generally suitably but requires minor revision for clarity, consistency, and technical accuracy particularly regarding terminology.
Suggested title:

Development and Performance Assessment of an Air-Based Classifier for Kernel–Peel Separation in Dried Water Chestnut (Trapa natans L.)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, as it clearly presents the objective, methodology, operating conditions, and key performance outcomes of the developed air classifier. However, it would benefit from slight condensation by reducing excessive technical details, clearer emphasis of the work, and minor corrections in terminology and language to improve clarity and impact. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in principle, and the methodology and engineering approach are generally appropriate for the stated objective; however, it contains terminology inaccuracies, limited statistical treatment (e.g., lack of SD values and statistical analysis), and some unsupported assumptions (e.g., use of fixed drag coefficient and near-100% efficiency without uncertainty analysis) that require correction before it can be considered fully scientifically rigorous.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	It is recommended to add more recent peer-reviewed references on air classification or aspiration in agricultural and food processing
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are not yet suitable for scholarly communication. While the technical content is understandable, the manuscript contains frequent grammatical errors, awkward sentence constructions, inconsistent tense usage, and incorrect word choices, which affect clarity and readability. Substantial English language editing or professional proofreading is strongly recommended before publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Terminology must be used consistently throughout the manuscript; in particular, the term “decorated” is not correct in this context and should be replaced with “decorticated,” which accurately refers to the removal of the outer peel or husk during post-harvest processing.
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