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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a timely and significant contribution to the discourse on inclusive and participatory local development. By critically reviewing the SAGCOT program in Tanzania, it highlights the gap between theory and practice in Area-Based Development (ABD) and the consequences of excluding local communities from planning processes. The synthesis of Collaborative Planning Theory and Arnstein’s Ladder of Participation offers a robust analytical lens. The paper adds value by promoting a more democratic and contextualized approach to development planning.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title accurately reflects the scope and content of the paper.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and informative. However, some long sentences could be shortened or simplified to improve readability and clarity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically robust, with a well-defined theoretical framework, appropriate methodology (critical literature review), and insightful analysis. The argumentation is logical and well supported by current literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are extensive, relevant, and up-to-date. No further additions are necessary.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but a light language editing is recommended to enhance clarity and sentence structure, especially by simplifying some complex or lengthy sentences.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-researched and theoretically grounded paper. It effectively demonstrates the importance of integrating participatory planning with ABDs and provides a compelling case for democratic governance in local development planning. Minor language refinement is recommended.
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