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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The study provides quantitative evidence on the response of baby corn growth, biomass accumulation, and yield to graded nitrogen levels, contributing to improved understanding of nitrogen-use efficiency in short-duration maize systems.
· It clarifies the physiological role of detasseling in modifying source–sink relationships, demonstrating yield enhancement without significant alteration in key vegetative growth parameters.

· The results offer region-specific, experimentally validated nitrogen recommendations for baby corn cultivation under eastern Indian agro-climatic conditions, supporting sustainable nutrient management.

· The findings are valuable for agronomists and crop scientists working on intensification, diversification, and resource-efficient maize-based production systems.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is relevant and informative. Capitalization should be standardized. Suggested: ‘Impact of nitrogen levels and tassel removal on growth parameters and yield of baby corn (Zea mays L.)’.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is largely comprehensive as it includes the objective, experimental design, treatments, key results, and a concluding statement. It provides a clear snapshot of the study and reflects the core findings. However, a few additions, deletions, and refinements are recommended to improve clarity, scientific rigor, and readability.
Suggestion-

· The objective is implied but not clearly stated in one concise sentence. Add a sentence such as: “The study aimed to determine the optimum nitrogen level and assess the effect of detasseling on growth and yield of baby corn.”

· Similar statements on nitrogen effects (200 kg N ha⁻¹ being superior and at par with 160 kg N ha⁻¹) are repeated multiple times; is repetitive. Suggestion: Reduce repetition, Summarize trends rather than repeating values across parameters.

· Use uniform units (kg ha⁻¹) and avoid mixed superscripts (ha-1 vs ha⁻¹).

· Replace informal phrasing with precise scientific language (e.g., avoid “have higher” → “recorded higher”).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and technically correct in terms of its experimental approach, data generation, and interpretation of major findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a reasonable number of references that are relevant to baby corn, nitrogen nutrition, and detasseling. The reference list leans heavily on older literature (many from 2000–2010). In rapidly evolving fields like crop nutrition, physiology and sustainable production, literature from the last decade (2015–2025) should be better represented.

Suggestions for additional References

· Li et al., (2018). Source–Sink Dynamics and Crop Productivity: Physiological Mechanisms and Agronomic Implications. Advances in Agronomy.
· Kumar et al., (2019). Effect of Nitrogen Levels and Plant Density on Baby Corn Yield and Quality. Journal of Plant Nutrition.
· Zhang et al., (2020). Optimizing Nitrogen Management in Maize for Enhanced Yield and Sustainability. Journal of Agronomy and Crop Science.
· Xu et al., (2021). Nitrogen Uptake and Utilization Efficiency in Maize under Variable N Regimes. Field Crops Research.
· Silva et al., (2022). Impact of Tassel Removal on Maize Source–Sink Balance and Yield Components. Crop Science.
· Ahmad et al., (2022). Agronomic Practices for Sustainable Baby Corn Production: A Review. Journal of Crop Improvement.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript requires moderate to major language editing to meet the standards of an international scientific journal.

· Inconsistent tense usage (past vs. present) is observed across sections.

· Inconsistent terminology and formatting, such as “Baby corn/baby corn,” “ha-1/ha⁻¹,” and “gm-2/g m⁻²,” detract from professional presentation.

· Some sentences lack proper punctuation or logical connectors, affecting coherence.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are evident.
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