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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	•    This manuscript provides rare empirical evidence on TB–COVID-19 co-infection from a sub-Saharan
African setting, addressing a geographic and data gap in the current literature
•	It contributes clinically relevant insights into mortality, severity patterns, and immunological abnormalities associated with TB–COVID-19 co-infection in hospitalized patients
•	The findings strengthen understanding of how chronic infectious diseases such as TB interact with emerging viral pandemics to worsen outcomes
•	The study highlights diagnostic, therapeutic, and surveillance challenges specific to TB-endemic, resource-limited settings, informing context-sensitive clinical practice
•	It offers valuable data to support public health prioritization of TB patients as a high-risk group during respiratory pandemics
•	The manuscript provides a foundation for future prospective, immunological, and policy-oriented research on infections in low- and middle-income countries
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is suitable as it clearly reflects the study population, setting, and main outcome
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	•	Please reconcile the use of “cross-sectional” with hospitalization outcomes and mortality, as the design appears “retrospective observational” rather than strictly cross-sectional
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	•	You can strengthen the discussion subsection (Pathophysiological and Immunological Considerations) by briefly acknowledging that evolving SARS-CoV-2 variant classification frameworks may influence the interpretation of immunopathological findings. Suggestion: “The biological interaction between Mycobacterium tuberculosis and SARS-CoV-2 likely plays a central role in the observed disease severity. Tuberculosis induces chronic immune activation characterized by persistent macrophage stimulation, T-cell exhaustion, and granulomatous inflammation [9]. Severe COVID-19, in contrast, is marked by acute immune dysregulation, cytokine release, endothelial injury, and profound lymphopenia, which have been consistently associated with not proper outcomes [9,14]. Accurate interpretation of these immunopathological interactions is further complicated by ongoing evolution and classification of SARS-CoV-2 variants, as recent evidence indicates that variant designation systems relying primarily on short-term epidemiological signals rather than standardized genetic and functional criteria may obscure true phylogenetic and
biological differences relevant to host immune responses https://doi.org/10.36922/MI025190042 ”

•	You can strengthen the discussion subsection (Public Health Implications) by briefly acknowledging that COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy in several African countries necessitates targeted efforts to improve public awareness. Suggestion: “Patients with active or previous TB should be considered a high-risk group for severe COVID-19 and prioritized for preventive strategies, including
vaccination and early treatment, as recommended by international health authorities [10]. Integrated screening strategies are essential, and TB testing should be systematically considered in patients presenting with severe or atypical COVID-19 in endemic settings [1,5]. In parallel, COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy continues to limit the effectiveness of prevention efforts in several African countries, where persistent gaps in information dissemination, risk communication, and public trust point to the need for strengthened, context-specific strategies to improve public intentions toward COVID-19 vaccination, particularly among vulnerable populations https://doi.org/10.2147/JMDH.S347669 ”
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Please ensure that the reference list follows journal formatting guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	- The manuscript is generally clear; However, please ensure English proofreading is completed to maintain grammatical consistency, avoid spelling mistakes, tense consistency, and ensure a uniform concise academic tone throughout the text.
- Use consistent terminology throughout.
	

	Optional/General comments
	Interpretation of findings would benefit from consistently tempering causal language and clearly distinguishing observed associations from inferred mechanisms
	



PART 2:

	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	
(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues
	



Reviewer details:

Mohammed Sallam, University of Medicine and Health Sciences, United Arab Emirates

[bookmark: _GoBack]






	


