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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it addresses a critical and timely challenge in healthcare informatics: the secure and efficient transmission of medical images over untrusted networks. By combining lightweight LSB watermarking with ECIES-based key exchange and high-speed AES-CTR encryption, the study contributes a practical hybrid framework that balances strong security with real-time performance—an essential requirement for telemedicine and PACS environments. The work advances existing research by demonstrating that enhanced confidentiality and integrity can be achieved without compromising diagnostic image quality, as validated through standard image quality metrics. Overall, the manuscript provides both methodological insight and experimental evidence that can guide future research and real-world implementations in secure medical image processing.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is largely suitable, as it clearly communicates the key aspects of the study:

· Lightweight hybrid model
· Secure transmission
· Medical images
· Core techniques (LSB watermarking, ECIES, AES-CTR)
However, the title can be refined for clarity, conciseness, and stronger academic impact, especially to better emphasize telemedicine relevance and real-time efficiency, which are central contributions of the paper.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is largely comprehensive and clearly states the problem, proposed solution, methods used, and key results. It provides sufficient technical depth and quantitative outcomes, which is appropriate for a scientific audience.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are largely sufficient and reasonably recent. The manuscript cites a good mix of foundational works (LSB watermarking, ECC/ECIES, AES modes) and recent studies (2020–2025) from reputable journals such as IEEE Access, Multimedia Tools and Applications, The Visual Computer, and Electronics. This demonstrates adequate engagement with current research in medical image security, watermarking, and cryptographic techniques.

Suggestions for improvement (optional additions):
· Add one or two recent (2023–2025) references specifically addressing telemedicine security frameworks or PACS security architectures to strengthen the application context.

· Include a reference on authenticated encryption or integrity protection (e.g., AES-GCM or MAC-based schemes) to complement the discussion on confidentiality.

· If available, cite a benchmark dataset or standard evaluation protocol for medical image security to strengthen reproducibility.
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