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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This paper brings fresh insights to the world of community-led forest restoration, diving deep into the personal and broader influences that drive people's involvement in agroforestry efforts. By zooming in on a unique forest zone in East Kalimantan, it shines a light on real-world, location-specific details from a spot that's rarely highlighted in global conversations about agroforestry and community forestry. The discoveries really deepen our grasp of how social, economic, structural, and motivational elements come together to affect engagement from the early planning right through to the hands-on execution. Best of all, it lays out actionable ways to empower locals, offering helpful guidance for policymakers and on-the-ground experts tackling sustainable forest practices and community-based forestry programs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title broadly reflects the manuscript's content.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	While the abstract does a solid job of outlining the study's goals, setting, approaches, and key outcomes in a clear way, it feels a tad too drawn out with an overload of specific results that can make it tougher to read smoothly. To make it more engaging and concise, suggest boiling down the main discoveries into a quick summary instead of spelling out every single influencing element, tossing in a short nod to the analytical tool like Spearman's rank correlation for better method transparency, and smoothing out the wording to cut back on repeats—especially when chatting about those internal and external factors. Overall, you don't need to chop out big chunks; just a good trim and some fresh phrasing should do the trick to polish it up nicely.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper is on solid scientific ground, with the study's goals fitting nicely with the methods and data analysis used. Choosing Spearman's Rank correlation makes good sense for exploring how socioeconomic factors connect to participation rates. Overall, the way the findings are explained lines up well with the evidence shown and draws on solid references from existing studies. That said, it could really use a more straightforward breakdown of the method's drawbacks, especially around proving cause-and-effect and the fact that only a handful of households were involved.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references you've chosen fit well with the study's focus on community empowerment and agroforestry, drawing on solid classic and foundational texts that lay a strong groundwork. That said, many of them feel a bit dated, and there's not much from the latest international research published after 2015. To make it even stronger, suggest weaving in some newer studies on social forestry and community involvement in Southeast Asia, along with fresh reviews on agroforestry and forest restoration from outlets like Agroforestry Systems, Forest Policy and Economics, or Land Use Policy. All in all, your list is solid and does the job, but adding a few more up-to-date peer-reviewed pieces would really freshen it up and boost its relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The writing is clear enough to follow, but it still falls short of the polished quality expected in high-level international academic publications. The text has quite a few grammatical mistakes, some clumsy or unnatural phrasing, repeated ideas, and terms that aren't used consistently. strongly suggest having the entire manuscript thoroughly revised by a professional language editor or a native-level academic English speaker to bring it up to the proper scholarly standard.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript tends to be quite detailed and descriptive, which is great for depth, but it sometimes feels a bit repetitive and could benefit from tighter organization and trimming of repeated explanations to make the key points stand out more clearly. 

· The tables contain really useful information, yet they often feel a little disconnected from the main text; integrating them more smoothly into the discussion would help the reader follow the flow better. 

· In the discussion section, especially, moving away from repeatedly comparing results to previous studies and instead focusing on a clearer, more synthesized interpretation of what the findings actually mean would make it much stronger.

· Even with some language and structural rough edges, the work has clear practical importance and could genuinely contribute to shaping community-based forest management policies.
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