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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· This article makes a valuable contribution to the scientific community by if a rigorous, micro-level cost and returns analysis of sugarcane production in an industrially influenced agricultural region, thereby enriching the empirical literature on production economics and farm-size efficiency.
·  By systematically disintegrating input costs and identifying the optimal scale of operation, the study offers evidence-based insights that are crucial for understanding labour market distortions, economies of scale, and profitability dynamics in high-cost farming environments. 
· The findings are particularly relevant for researchers, policymakers, and development economists seeking to design region-specific pricing, credit, and mechanisation policies that enhance farm sustainability and income stability. 
· Overall, the study strengthens the applied agricultural economics literature through its methodological clarity, localised focus, and strong policy relevance 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Yes, the abstract is mainly inclusive and clearly outlines the aims, methodology, key findings, and policy suggestions of the study. 
· However, it may be further supported by briefly requiring the reference year of data collection and explicitly stating the optimal farm size identified in the results.
·  No major deletions are required, as all comprised points are pertinent and well aligned with the objectives of the study
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· Yes, the article is scientifically sound and methodologically rigorous. 
· The research design, sampling procedure, data analysis techniques, and interpretation of results are appropriate and consistent with established practices in agricultural and production economics, and the conclusions logically follow from the empirical findings
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· Include some of the recent references from 2020-25

· Few up-to-date studies on agricultural production economics, farm size efficiency, and sugarcane cost–return analysis from the past 3–5 years
· Policy-oriented articles on agricultural pricing, scale optimization, and market integration in developing economies
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The article is clearly organised and demonstrates strong empirical rigour with well-supported findings. 
· It makes a meaningful contribution to the literature on agricultural production economics, particularly in the context of industrialised farming regions. 
· With minor editorial refinements, the study is suitable for publication
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