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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant public health issue by exploring the relationship between caregiver knowledge, feeding practices, and childhood malnutrition in a low-resource setting. It contributes context-specific evidence from Zanzibar, a region where such data remain limited despite a high burden of undernutrition. The findings provide practical insights for strengthening facility-based and community nutrition education programmes. Overall, the study adds value by informing targeted interventions aimed at improving infant and young child feeding practices in similar low- and middle-income settings
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, specific, and appropriately reflects the study objectives, population, and setting. It accurately conveys the main variables examined and does not require modification.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well structured, clearly presenting the background, objectives, methods, results, and conclusions. However, minor refinement could improve clarity by briefly emphasising that malnutrition outcomes are caregiver-reported rather than anthropometrically measured. This clarification would help readers better interpret the findings and their scope.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The study design, data collection methods, and statistical analyses are appropriate for the stated objectives. The authors correctly interpret the associations observed and cautiously discuss findings within the limits of a cross-sectional, hospital-based study. The discussion appropriately contextualises results within existing literature and avoids overstating causal relationships.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, relevant, and largely up to date, with appropriate use of recent studies and international literature. They sufficiently support the background, discussion, and interpretation of findings. No additional references are strictly required, although future revisions could consider citing more regional policy documents or WHO operational guidelines to further strengthen the public health relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear and understandable English. Minor grammatical and stylistic revisions would improve fluency and consistency, particularly in the discussion section, but the overall language quality is acceptable for scholarly publication and does not impede comprehension.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-conducted study addressing an important and practical issue. With minor editorial refinements, particularly regarding clarity of reporting and language polishing, the manuscript would be suitable for publication
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues were identified. The study reports appropriate ethical approval from the Zanzibar Health Research Institute, informed consent from participants, and adequate measures to ensure confidentiality.
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