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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is valuable to the scientific community because it delivers empirical proof that Ovaprim can successfully trigger reproduction in Clarias gariepinus under captive aquaculture conditions. By connecting reproductive performance measures—fecundity, fertilization rate, and hatching success—with broodstock selection, handling methods, and essential environmental parameters, it helps refine controlled‐breeding protocols. These results are especially pertinent for hatchery operations and fry production in regions where natural spawning is unreliable and a dependable supply of young fish is a major challenge. Altogether, the findings offer practical, reproducible insights that can be adapted to similar systems, promoting more efficient and sustainable aquaculture practices.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is broadly appropriate, as it specifies the species (Clarias gariepinus), the primary technique (hormonal induction with Ovaprim), and the study setting (CRAMS, Senegal).


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The results section should present specific quantitative data—such as the fertilization and hatching rates expressed in ranges or percentages—to more clearly demonstrate the strength of the findings.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is methodologically sound and tackles a key applied aquaculture issue—hormonal induction and reproductive performance of Clarias gariepinus. Its experimental design (broodstock selection, Ovaprim administration, fertilization, egg incubation, and assessment of fecundity, fertilization rate, and hatching success) follows established hatchery protocols, and the conclusions accurately reflect the data.

However, although abiotic variables—particularly temperature—are mentioned, they are not examined in a systematic or quantitative way in relation to larval survival and reproductive outcomes. To strengthen the conclusion, the authors should specify the most effective Ovaprim dose, the optimal latency interval, and the ideal temperature regime as demonstrated by their results.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Many of the cited works date back more than ten years, with few of the latest advances in hormonal induction protocols, broodstock management, larval rearing conditions, and reproductive physiology of Clarias gariepinus and related species represented. To bolster the scientific framework and align the review with contemporary findings, it is essential to integrate more studies from the past decade. This expanded, up-to-date reference list will better justify methodological choices and ground the interpretation of results in the context of current research.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	It is recommended that the manuscript undergo professional English proofreading and editing—emphasizing clarity, conciseness, and consistent use of technical terminology—to ensure it meets international scholarly standards.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This paper tackles a highly relevant, application-driven issue in aquaculture by examining Ovaprim-induced breeding of Clarias gariepinus under captive conditions. Its findings have clear implications for enhancing hatchery seed production in areas where natural spawning is scarce and fry shortages limit industry growth. The experimental approach is generally transparent, and the manuscript offers practical insights into broodstock selection, handling techniques, and incubation management.

That said, major revisions are needed to achieve international publication standards. Specifically, the authors should:

1. Restructure the Results and Discussion so that each experiment is reported separately and directly linked to the study’s objectives.

2. Strengthen quantitative reporting and, where appropriate, include statistical analyses to support the findings.

3. Expand the discussion of abiotic factors influencing larval survival and reproductive performance.

4. Update the reference list with recent studies (published within the last 5–10 years).

Additionally, the manuscript requires thorough language editing to improve readability, ensure precision, and maintain consistency in scientific terminology.
Overall, the study holds both scientific merit and practical value. With clearer data presentation, deeper interpretation, and more polished academic writing, it could make a significant contribution to aquaculture research.
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