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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it provides a concrete, longitudinal analysis of how a public health financing policy is implemented in practice, based on real administrative data. By jointly examining enrolment patterns and service utilization within the Rivers State Contributory Health Protection Programme, the study allows for a clearer understanding of the relationship between coverage expansion, effective access, and the actual use of primary health care services . The findings highlight relevant advances while also revealing territorial inequalities and operational weaknesses that are often not captured by normative or cross-sectional analyses. In this way, the study strengthens the scientific debate on Universal Health Coverage by offering consistent empirical evidence to support policy decision-making, program improvement, and comparative evaluations in low- and middle-income country contexts 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	I think the title is appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	A brief mention of the longitudinal nature of the analysis and the use of large-scale administrative data can reinforce the methodological rigor and distinctiveness of the study. There is no need to exclude points from the abstract, only to refine these aspects to further strengthen its scientific contribution.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and demonstrates methodological coherence, analytical rigor, and appropriate alignment between objectives, methods, results, and conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references used in the manuscript are generally sufficient and up to date, covering key literature on health financing, public policy evaluation, the use of administrative data, and discussions on universal access to health services in comparable contexts. The cited studies adequately support the theoretical framework, methodological choices, and interpretation of findings presented in the manuscript.

As a suggestion for further strengthening the reference base, the authors may consider including additional recent publications (from the last three to five years) on the Basic Health Care Provision Fund in Nigeria, particularly those addressing implementation challenges, governance, and sustainability. Incorporating recent methodological studies on the use of large-scale administrative data for health policy evaluation, as well as up-to-date systematic reviews on Universal Health Coverage in low- and middle-income countries, could also enhance the manuscript’s contextual depth and international relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The quality of the language meets the expected standards for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No relevant ethical issues were identified in this manuscript.
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