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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper is a solid, data-based longitudinal study of enrolment and service use under the Basic Health Care Provision Fund carried out using the Rivers State Contributory Health Protection Programme (RIVCHPP). The study bridges a significant gap in empirical evidence on the implementation of sub-national health financing in Nigeria and specifically in the Niger Delta region because it uses administrative data in multiple quarters. The results provide useful information on enrolment relationships, location equity, and patterns of service use that are paramount in enhancing health systems and University Health cover (UHC) policy formulation. Policymakers, health system managers and health financing, primary health care performance, and equity are examples of researchers who can be interested in the study in the low- and middle-income countries.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is indeed clear, specific, and reflects the scope, setting, and time frame of the study correctly. It fits well both the trend of enrolment and utilization in the BHCPF framework in Rivers State.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is also detailed and well constructed, with the background, methodology, major results, and conclusions clearly defined. It is a good summary of the key findings, enrolment volatility, geographic concentration, and patterns of service utilization.
Minor recommendation: It is possible to slightly add to the methodology sentence that the study design was that of a retrospective descriptive trend analysis.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the text is scientifically valid. The research design is suitable to the mentioned goals, and the administrative longitudinal data application is reasonable. The methods of data analysis are well outlined, findings are well presented and the analyses are justified by the findings and other related literature. Ethical issues are properly tackled.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the sources used are adequate, current and pertinent. The paper has used the relevant literature in terms of referencing newly peer-reviewed research (2021-2025), policy documents and literature on BHCPF, UHC and health systems in Nigeria. There are no references, which seem to be critical.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the language used is usually quite good and suitable to an academic journal. The text is well-written and logical, and professionally organized.
Minor suggestion: The copy-editing pass may be light to take care of some long sentences and other minor grammatical inconsistencies, but no significant language restructuring is needed.


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The discussion section is quite solid and properly incorporated into existing literature.
2. It is informative and policy-relevant that low enrolment was identified as the case of PLHIV and persons with disabilities.

3. The use of figures and tables is informative, but it would be better to have a consistent format of all of them.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No. The Rivers State Health Research Ethics Committee gave ethical approval, and proper precautions were made to guarantee confidentiality and the security of data.
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