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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue of coastal vulnerability and settlement exposure in a tectonically active island environment. The Andaman Islands represent a highly hazard-prone region where spatial planning and disaster risk reduction are critically needed. The study demonstrates the application of GIS-based techniques to integrate elevation, tsunami proximity, and settlement distribution, which is valuable for coastal hazard assessment and planning practices. The findings can support planners, disaster managers, and policymakers in developing risk-sensitive land-use strategies for island regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the content and scope of the study. It accurately conveys the focus on settlement patterns, coastal vulnerability, and spatial analysis in the Andaman Islands.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear and well-structured. However, it may be strengthened by briefly highlighting the key analytical outcome (e.g., proportion of settlements or areas identified as highly vulnerable) and clarifying the main contribution of the study. Minor tightening of language is recommended for improved clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and follows a logical methodology using established GIS techniques. The use of DEM, tsunami buffer analysis, and settlement overlays is appropriate for assessing physical exposure to coastal hazards. However, the study focuses mainly on physical vulnerability, and this limitation should be more explicitly acknowledged. Clarification on buffer distance selection and overlay logic would further improve scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally relevant and adequate for the study. The manuscript includes both classical and recent literature on coastal vulnerability, tsunami hazards, and GIS applications. However, reference formatting should be made more consistent, and a few recent regional or island-focused vulnerability studies could be added to strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but requires moderate editing for grammar, sentence structure, and consistency. Several typographical and grammatical errors are present, and professional language editing is recommended before publication.
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