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Review Form 3
PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this
part.
	The manuscript, contributing to broader debates on gender, education, and development, holds utmost importance for the scholars and policymakers interested in regional inequalities and education planning in India. Although
the state-level data analysis adds empirical depth, it largely confirms patterns already recorded in literature such as near parity at the elementary level and expanding disparities at higher educational levels.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes, it is comprehensive; it includes key findings and implications as well
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	All in all, the manuscript meets acceptable scientific standards in terms of its research design, data sources, and empirical approach.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are current and appropriately cited. Formatting is generally consistent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	While the overall meaning is generally clear yet the text contains frequent ungrammatical phrasing and loosely structured sentence-constructions affecting the readability at few instances. For e.g., the sentence 'There also
prevails some gaps regarding the genders in India' could be written as There are also some gaps regarding gender
in India’ or ‘Gender gaps persist across several regions in India’
	

	Optional/General comments
	Minor language errors and slightly theoretical framework have to be revised. Besides, Vigorous examination of both temporal trends and regional disparities is particularly significant.
 This is a well-designed and highly relevant study in present academic discourse. The use of long-term
state-level panel data with credible government sources and a sound empirical approach is a major strength. feedback here) Still, theoretical framing could be stronger, and language more precise and coherent.
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Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	
(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
No
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