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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the timely and important theme of reflective thinking as a foundational competence for developing 21st-century skills in learners, particularly in the context of the information-driven digital era and India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. By synthesizing classical and contemporary literature, the paper highlights reflective thinking as a cross-cutting cognitive process that underpins critical thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, digital literacy, and self-regulated learning. The manuscript is valuable for educators, curriculum designers, and teacher educators seeking conceptual clarity and theoretical justification for embedding reflective practices in classrooms.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is broadly conceptually suitable. However, it is somewhat metaphorically structured for greater academic specificity.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract captures the general theme and rationale of the paper, but it can be strengthened. It should more clearly state the purpose, methodological nature (including a literature review), and key conclusions. Reducing repetitive contextual statements and explicitly mentioning NEP 2020 and 21st-century skills would improve clarity and academic precision.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	It's correct, but it needs improvement of the whole manuscript to make it more academic for an international audience
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are not extensive, but they are relevant, encompassing both seminal and applied works. However, some citations are relatively old, and some references rely on blogs or web links rather than peer-reviewed studies/sources. Inclusion of more recent (last 5–7 years) high-impact journal articles on reflective thinking, metacognition, and digital learning would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but requires moderate to substantial editing for grammar, sentence structure, consistency, and academic tone. Redundancies, typographical errors, and informal expressions should be corrected to meet scholarly publication standards
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	The manuscript is correct, but I suggest some modifications before publication
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