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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the growing body of research on children’s socio- emotional well-being within educational contexts, particularly in under-researched regions such as North- East India. By foregrounding children’s self-reported feelings and linking them to national policy frameworks (NEP 2020 and NIPUN Bharat), the study bridges empirical evidence with policy relevance. The use of the Me and My Feelings tool provides a standardized and internationally recognized approach, enhancing the study’s comparability and methodological rigor. Overall, the findings offer important insights for educators, policymakers, and researchers interested in holistic education, emotional
resilience, and equity-driven reforms
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is generally suitable, clear, and reflective of the study’s scope. However, it could be strengthened
by explicitly highlighting the socio-emotional and policy-oriented dimension of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, covering background, methods, key findings, and implications. It clearly communicates the relevance of emotional well-being within the NEP 2020 framework.
Briefly clarify the analytical approach (descriptive statistics, variability analysis, chi-square tests) to strengthen methodological transparency.
Reduce minor repetition related to policy alignment to improve conciseness.
Explicitly state that gender differences were not statistically significant, to avoid potential overinterpretation.
Overall, only minor revisions are needed for clarity and precision.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1. Introduction:
The introduction is theoretically grounded, policy-relevant, and clearly establishes the research gap regarding
children’s emotional experiences in Indian classrooms.

2. Methodology:
The sampling strategy, tool selection (M&MF), and ethical considerations are appropriate and well-documented. However, justification for sample size and limitations of cross-sectional design could be briefly strengthened.

3. Results:
Data analysis is systematic and transparent, with appropriate use of descriptive statistics and chi-square tests. Tables and figures effectively support the narrative.

4. Discussion:
The discussion meaningfully integrates findings with existing literature and national policy priorities, particularly SEL, equity, and resilience. Interpretation remains cautious and evidence-based.

5. Conclusion:
Conclusions are logically derived from results and aligned with study objectives, offering clear educational and policy implications without overgeneralization.

Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically coherent.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and foundational, particularly in relation to socio-emotional learning, resilience, and child psychology. However, the reference list would benefit from the inclusion of more recent (post-2018) international empirical studies, especially on:
School-based socio-emotional learning interventions, Child mental health measurement tools,
Emotional well-being in marginalized or indigenous communities.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language quality is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clear, coherent, and uses appropriate academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The manuscript presents a well-structured and policy-relevant examination of middle school children’s emotional experiences in the North-East region of India, an area that remains underrepresented in international educational research. By employing a standardized and validated instrument (Me and My Feelings), the study offers credible empirical insights into children’s self-perceived emotional and behavioral well-being and successfully aligns these findings with the objectives of NEP 2020 and the NIPUN Bharat Mission. The analysis is clear, methodologically sound, and supported by appropriate descriptive and inferential statistics, while the discussion meaningfully situates the results within existing literature on socio-emotional learning, resilience, and educational equity.
Despite its strengths, the manuscript would benefit from revisions aimed at improving conciseness, strengthening methodological clarity, and updating the reference list with more recent international studies. Minor refinements to the abstract and language would further enhance clarity and scholarly impact. Overall, the study makes a valuable contribution to the field of child-centered and holistic education and, with targeted revisions, has strong potential for publication in an international journal.
The manuscript demonstrates strong conceptual grounding, clear policy relevance, and appropriate use of a validated measurement tool. The methodology and results are generally sound, and the discussion is well aligned with existing literature and national education priorities. However, revisions are required to improve conciseness, enhance methodological clarity (particularly in the analytical explanation), and update the reference list with more recent international studies. With these improvements, the manuscript has good potential for acceptance.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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