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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript contributes to the growing body of research on affective factors and learning outcomes in mathematics education, particularly within the senior high school context in developing countries. By
simultaneously examining multiple dimensions of students’ attitudes and specific areas of mathematical proficiency, the study provides a nuanced picture of how learners perceive mathematics and how these perceptions relate to actual competence. The findings are especially valuable for educators and policymakers, as they highlight a critical gap between students’ recognition of the value of mathematics and their low proficiency
levels. Moreover, the inclusion of a training design offers practical implications, making the study relevant not only for researchers but also for practitioners seeking evidence-based interventions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is generally appropriate and reflects the core variables of the study. However, it could be strengthened by explicitly indicating the relational and methodological nature of the research, as well as its educational focus. Attitudes toward Mathematics and Proficiency Levels among Grade 11 Learners: Evidence from Public Secondary Schools in Camarines Sur, Philippines
This revised title improves clarity, academic tone, and international readability, while situating the study more clearly within mathematics education research.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, clearly outlining the purpose, methodology, instruments, statistical analyses, and key findings of the study. It successfully communicates the scope and outcomes of the research to an international audience.
However, several improvements are recommended:
· The abstract is relatively long and could be slightly condensed by reducing detailed statistical values that are more appropriate for the Results section.
· The practical contribution, particularly the training design, should be stated more explicitly in terms of its significance rather than merely mentioned.
· A brief statement on the educational implications of the non-significant relationship between attitude and proficiency would strengthen the conclusion of the abstract.
Overall, the abstract is strong, but minor refinement would enhance its clarity and impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Introduction
The introduction is well-developed and grounded in relevant literature. It clearly explains the concept of attitude toward mathematics and justifies its importance for learning outcomes. The research gap is logically presented, particularly the lack of studies examining both attitudinal dimensions and content-specific proficiency at the senior high school level. However, the introduction could be strengthened by:
· Providing a clearer international positioning of the study beyond the Philippine context.
· Reducing repetition in the discussion of attitude constructs.
· Explicitly stating the theoretical framework guiding the study.
Methodology
The research design is appropriate for the stated objectives, and the use of descriptive, correlational, and non- parametric statistical methods is justified. The instruments are clearly described, and the adaptation of the ATMI is well explained. Nevertheless, several methodological issues should be addressed to meet international journal standards:
· The term “purposive random sampling” is conceptually unclear and should be clarified or revised.
· Reliability and validity results of the modified ATMI, especially for the added “interest” factor, are not
reported quantitatively.
· The development and psychometric properties of the researcher-made proficiency test require more detailed explanation.
Results
The results are presented in a systematic and detailed manner, supported by extensive tables. The findings are clearly stated and aligned with the research questions. However:
· Some tables are overly detailed and could be summarized to improve readability.
· Negative or implausible statistical values (e.g., negative H-values) require clarification.
· Interpretation occasionally overlaps with discussion, which should be separated more clearly.
Discussion
The discussion effectively relates findings to existing literature and acknowledges both consistent and contradictory results. The explanation of why attitude did not significantly predict proficiency is thoughtful and theoretically grounded. Still, the discussion would benefit from:
· Deeper critical analysis of unexpected findings.
· Stronger integration with established learning theories (e.g., expectancy-value theory, self-efficacy theory).
· Clearer distinction between proficiency and achievement throughout the section.
Conclusion
The conclusions accurately reflect the results and are logically derived. However, they remain largely descriptive. To improve alignment with international standards:
· Conclusions should emphasize broader implications for mathematics education.
· Limitations of the study should be acknowledged explicitly.
· Recommendations should be more specific and directly linked to the findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is generally adequate and includes both classical and recent studies relevant to mathematics attitudes and proficiency. The inclusion of studies published within the last five years is a strength.
	



	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The overall English quality is acceptable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is generally clear, coherent, and understandable to an international audience.
That said, language revision is recommended to address:
· Occasional grammatical errors and awkward sentence structures.
· Repetitive phrasing and overly long sentences.
· Inconsistent capitalization of headings and terms.
A professional language editing service or thorough proofreading would significantly improve fluency, academic tone, and readability.
	

	Optional/General comments
	· The manuscript addresses an important and relevant topic in mathematics education by examining both affective (attitude) and cognitive (proficiency) dimensions among senior high school learners, which is valuable for educators and policymakers.
· The study is well-organized and systematically presented, with clear research objectives, structured methodology, and detailed reporting of results. The use of multiple attitude dimensions provides a comprehensive view of learners’ perceptions toward mathematics.
· The research design and choice of statistical analyses are generally appropriate; however, greater methodological clarity is needed, particularly regarding sampling procedures, instrument validation, and the construction of the proficiency test to meet international publication standards.
· While the findings are clearly reported, the manuscript would benefit from more critical and theory-driven discussion, especially in explaining the absence of a significant relationship between attitude and mathematics proficiency.
· The discussion section successfully links results to existing literature, but deeper analytical engagement and clearer differentiation between proficiency and achievement would strengthen the scholarly contribution.
· The proposed training design is a positive and practical addition; nonetheless, its structure, implementation strategy, and expected outcomes should be described in greater detail to enhance its applicability and replicability.
· The reference list is generally relevant and sufficiently broad, yet the inclusion of more recent and high-impact international journal sources would improve the manuscript’s academic robustness.
· The language and overall readability are acceptable, but moderate English editing is recommended to improve clarity, reduce repetition, and ensure consistency with international academic writing conventions.

The manuscript addresses a relevant and important issue in mathematics education and demonstrates a clear research structure, appropriate use of statistical analyses, and practical implications through the proposed training design. However, to meet international journal standards, the paper requires substantial improvement in several areas, particularly methodological clarity (sampling technique, instrument validation, and proficiency test development), deeper theoretical engagement in the discussion, and refinement of the training design description. In addition, moderate language polishing and clearer analytical depth are necessary. With these revisions, the manuscript has strong potential for publication.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

	No
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