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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper is a discussion of a serious social problem: rag picking of children in Malda, West Bengal. There is an insight given in this paper about the poor circumstances of child rag pickers, social and psychological issues and the factors that lead to child labor in waste management. The findings of the research can inform policymakers and NGOs as well as teachers in comprehending the requirements of disadvantaged groups and formulating child protection and welfare policies. In addition, it brings out the relationship between poverty and labor exploitation and calls on the society to re-evaluate its attitude towards these vulnerable populations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is correct, and it would reflect the contents of the manuscript correctly. It provides a clear indication of how the study focused on the relationship that exists between poverty and child labor in rag picking.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally exhaustive but it can be enhanced by:

· Explaining Study Contributions: Emphasizing the overall implication and the manner in which the study is going to inform a change in policy.

· Recommendations Mentioning: It is short, but mentions solutions or interventions to deal with child rag picking.

· Summarizing: Making the explanation of socio-economic and psychological matters concise.

These modifications would make the abstract more succinct and on point.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources are adequate and could be more up-to-date. The paper can use more research on:

1. Recent Trends in Child labor: Current research in the last 3-5 years regarding child labor, particularly in waste management or informal sector.

2. Poverty and Child Welfare: More sources intersecting poverty, child labor and psychological outcomes.

3. Government/NGO Interventions: The recent articles on the contribution of policies and NGO activity in combating child labor.

These would enhance the paper by adding recent discoveries and a wider point of view.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and the quality of English used in the article is normally appropriate in the academic communication. Nonetheless, grammatical mistakes and clumsy wording can be used at times and can be concise. Certain sentences are somewhat vague or wordy and a native English person would revise them and improve the readability and clarity. In general, the paper is readable, though it may be slightly edited to make the text easier to follow.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No serious ethical challenges are raised in the manuscript. The ethical issue of the research methodology (semi-structured interviews and observations) seems to be valid. Nevertheless, the privacy and confidentiality of the child rag pickers and their families should be clearly mentioned in the manuscript, especially as the participants will be underage children. In this regard, it is important to ensure informed consent and secure the identity of the participants. Other than this, the ethical concerns appear to be appropriate.
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