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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community as it provides empirical evidence on AI adoption among SMEs in an under-studied emerging economy context. It extends existing knowledge by linking Artificial Intelligence, competitive advantage, and business performance within a localized and practical framework. The study also highlights key structural and human-capacity barriers that influence technology diffusion, offering valuable insights for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners. By focusing on SMEs in Taraba State, the paper contributes to a more inclusive and context-sensitive understanding of AI-driven innovation in developing regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract could be further strengthened by briefly stating the theoretical framework that guides the study and by clearly mentioning the specific analytical approach (descriptive statistics). In addition, the abstract may be improved by slightly reducing background explanations and focusing more on the study’s key contributions and practical implications. No major deletions are required; only minor refinements for clarity and conciseness are recommended.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are not arranged. There is requirements to arrange properly by following any standard and style.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	YEs
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is a good and relevant paper with clear objectives and a well-organized structure. The topic is timely, especially for emerging economies, and the study successfully highlights how AI can support SME competitiveness. The main strengths of the paper are its strong contextual focus, clear presentation of results, and practical recommendations that are useful for policymakers and SME owners.

However, the paper has moderate weaknesses. The analysis is mostly descriptive, which limits the depth of scientific rigor. The sample size is adequate, but the study would be stronger with inferential statistics or comparative analysis. There are also minor language and formatting issues that need refinement.

In conclusion, the paper shows strong practical relevance and moderate methodological strength. With minor to moderate revisions, it can make a valuable contribution to the literature on AI adoption in SMEs and is suitable for publication after improvements.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	The study uses a survey-based approach involving SMEs and does not involve vulnerable populations, sensitive personal data, or experimental interventions. The objectives, methods, and findings are presented transparently, and the conclusions are supported by the data.
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