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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical public health issue affecting adolescents in Northern Samar, Philippines, where access to reproductive health information and services remains limited. The study provides valuable baseline data on knowledge gaps, perceptions, and service access needs among junior and senior high school students regarding HIV/AIDS and unwanted pregnancy.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally appropriate but could be more concise and specific.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is reasonably comprehensive but could be improved in several ways:

Suggestions:
· Include specific sample size (N=124)

· Clarify the sampling method used (purposive sampling)


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Generally, yes, but with notable concerns:

· Instrument validity not clear: While "face validation" is mentioned, there is no detail about the validation process, pilot testing, or reliability assessment of the questionnaire.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Partially sufficient, but improvements needed:

· Insufficient recent literature: Only 7 references total, which is quite limited for a research article. Most are from 2015-2023, with none from 2024-2025 despite the study being conducted in 2024-2025.

· Include following: 

· Philippine Department of Education policies on health education

· Recent Philippine statistics on teenage pregnancy and HIV prevalence

· Literature on adolescent health-seeking behavior in Southeast Asia
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Needs improvement;

While generally understandable, the manuscript contains numerous grammatical errors and stylistic issues:

1. Repetitive phrasing: Overuse of phrases like "the data shows/reveals/indicates"

2. Inconsistent terminology: Alternates between "respondents," "students," "participants," "adolescents" without clear rationale

3. Table titles: Some lack proper capitalization and grammatical structure (e.g., "Information onHIV/AIDS" has a spacing error)


	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses an important research gap and provides useful baseline data for program development in Northern Samar. However, it requires major revisions before it can be considered for publication:
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

YES. The manuscript does not mention: 
- Ethics committee approval 
- Informed consent procedures 
- Parental consent for minors (under 18)
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