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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript presents a robust and non-destructive approach for timber species identification using NIR spectroscopy combined with SIMCA chemometric modeling. Accurate species classification is essential for quality control, sustainable forestry, and prevention of illegal logging. The work demonstrates high classification accuracy for commercially important Indian timber species, showing the practical relevance of the proposed method. The study contributes meaningfully to applied wood science, environmental monitoring, and industrial timber authentication.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes,

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Add a brief note on the sample size and validation strategy.
Slightly simplify technical wording for broader readership.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The English is generally good and suitable for academic publication.

	

	Optional/General comments

	• The manuscript is well structured and logically presented.
• Figures and plots are informative and clearly support the discussion.
• The limitation section is well written and realistic.
• The authors may consider adding a short paragraph on field deployment challenges and model transferability.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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