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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript provides an important baseline dataset on PAH contamination in soils around Bangladesh’s first nuclear power plant before it becomes operational, which is extremely valuable for future environmental impact and trend assessment studies. It contributes to the limited body of knowledge on PAHs in nuclear facility–adjacent environments in South Asia and helps distinguish between pre-existing anthropogenic pollution and plant-related impacts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Title can be strengthened to better reflect and baseline assessment. Suggested alternatives:

“Baseline Assessment of Priority Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons in Soils Surrounding the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, Bangladesh”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This manuscript has a good scientific structure, supported by clearly organized tables, charts, and figures that effectively present and compare the results. These visual elements improve clarity, strengthen data interpretation, and make spatial and depth-wise trends easy to understand. The well-structured presentation enhances the overall quality, transparency, and impact of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are scientifically relevant and well balanced between classical and recent studies. The inclusion of up-to-date reviews (2023–2025) is excellent and shows strong alignment with current research.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The English is generally suitable for scholarly communication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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