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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This work studied the seasonal distribution of zooplankton communities and their ecological responses to water quality across five studied sites ; Neendakara, Puthenthuruth, Asramam, Kidapram, and Cherikkadavu - during pre-monsoon, monsoon, and post-monsoon periods. Zooplankton and physicochemical parameters were statistically analyzed to explain species- environment relationships.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Abstract is comprehensive and informative.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	*Result section must only describe the result data. Discussion section discusses the results, compare them with results of previous similar studies and states the appropriate conclusion. Sentences about the importance of the studied animals and their role in the aquatic ecosystem or about the conclusion (marked in red color at the manuscript) have to be deleted from the result section and moved to the discussion section.
*Tables and Figures must be self-explanatory and doesn’t need to read the manuscript to understand them.
-Tables 1-5, a column should be added to define the classification group of each listed zooplankton species.
-Fig.3 abbreviation of (NMDS) must be explained in the figure legend.
-Table 8, correlation matrix, correlation coefficient can be examined with appropriate statistical test to verify the significance of the studied correlation relationships.
*Expected future studies might be suggested at the end of the discussion section.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are recent and sufficient. However, the following references were not mentioned at the reference list (see manuscript attached -in red color),
-Edmondson, 1959 (page 8),
Missed references (mentioned at the reference list and was not cited at the manuscript) Soumya Jalal, & Biju, A. (2023)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	English language has to be revised for the following:
Sentences described or dealt with the study results at the manuscript must be all in past tense.
	

	Optional/General comments
	Good research work needs minor revision
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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