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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This publication is significant to the scientific community because it presents a strong, non-destructive methodology for evaluating competition, stand condition, and site quality in natural forest ecosystems using crown-based metrics. By finding a strong quantitative link between crown width and DBH for Taxus baccata, a species of great ecological and conservation value, this study addresses a critical gap in species-specific allometric knowledge from the Western Himalaya. The findings also have practical consequences for forest monitoring, conservation planning, and silvicultural decision-making, especially in forests with slow regeneration. Overall, the study advances forest ecology by demonstrating how crown design may be used to accurately predict ecosystem health and management demands.
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	I think there is no need to change the title of article. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Some spellings are incorrect, so please correct it, over all abstract is well define the findings. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient for supporting the study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	It is quite ok with English.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Suggestions for Improvement

Promote assisted regeneration to address poor recruitment in lower DBH classes.

Include additional crown parameters (crown depth, area, volume) in future studies.

Establish permanent plots for long-term monitoring of crown–stem dynamics.

Integrate site factors (soil, slope, aspect, light) to refine crown-based indices.

Use remote sensing (UAV/LiDAR) for efficient and large-scale crown assessment.

Apply selective thinning in high-competition areas to improve stand condition.
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