Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Environment & Ecology 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJEE_150853

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Ecotourism Under Pressure: Analyzing the Socio-Economic Impacts of COVID-19 on Peri-Urban Conservation Sites in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents evidence of the long-lasting impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the ecotourism sector. At the same time, it presents viable future alternatives for increasing its resilience to exogenous shocks such as public health crises or financial crises, through a widening of funding sources (public-private partnerships, international funding, scientific research grants, etc.). It also presents possible avenues for future research and current limitations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically correct. The survey results could be explained in better detail, such as by saying that 86% of survey respondents have declared that the impact on travel has been “Stay cancellation”, rather than saying that 86% of stays had been cancelled. The same is true for the decline in income. 83% of respondents have declared that the sector has experienced a “Decrease” in “Income Variation”, whereas this citation from the manuscript “The correlation between the sharp decline in income (83%)” makes it seem like overall income for the sector has declined by 83%.
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	The references are sufficient and recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the article appears to provide good scientific value, with interesting conclusions and presented alternatives for increasing the ecotourism’s sector resilience in the future.
One additional recommendation would be to add page numbering to the manuscript.
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