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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. It provides clear evidence on how audit committee characteristics influence the financial performance of pharmaceutical companies in India.

2. It contributes to the scientific community by using a ten-year post-SEBI LODR panel dataset, which strengthens the reliability of the findings.

3. It also offers useful insights for policymakers and academicians evaluating the effectiveness of corporate governance regulations in emerging markets.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes. The abstract is comprehensive and well structured. It clearly presents the background, objective, data, methodology, key variables, and major findings of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and include recent studies
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article is written in a formal and well-structured manner, employing appropriate academic terminology suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The article is well-structured, clearly presented, and provides valuable insights into the role of audit committee characteristics in enhancing the financial performance of Indian pharmaceutical companies. However, a few points require clarification to strengthen the methodological transparency:

1. Since the top 10 positions may change every year during the study period (2015–16 to 2024–25), on what basis were the top 10 pharmaceutical companies selected? Was the sample fixed for the entire period, or revised annually?

2. On what basis were the dependent variables (ROA, ROE, and Tobin’s Q) chosen to measure the financial performance of the pharmaceutical companies in this study?
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