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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This article is important and timely because Lean Management is a management philosophy that focuses on two key priorities: delivering maximum value to the customer and relentlessly eliminating waste in every process. In practice, Lean Management teaches organizations how to accurately identify and eliminate activities that consume resources - such as time, money, and energy - without adding value to the final product or service.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Well designed, with clearly defined objectives and a logical structure, the article “Lean Management Practices and Organizational Competitiveness: The Mediating Role of Operational Performance in SMEs in Bandung, Indonesia” provides a thorough analysis of the issue addressed in the title, discussing the following key problems: how SMEs can enhance their competitiveness in an intensely competitive environment; the actual effectiveness of lean management in SMEs; the ambiguous relationship between lean management and organizational competitiveness; the role of operational performance as an explanatory mechanism; the lack of integrated empirical models in previous research; and the challenge of translating operational improvements into strategic advantages.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract accurately reflects the structure, purpose, objectives, methodology, scientific novelty, and research findings of the article, ensuring clarity, transparency, and coherence.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates the author’s ability to produce coherent academic writing and is written in an appropriate and fluent scientific style. The aim, objectives, and conclusions are clearly and precisely formulated.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The bibliography comprises 22 references, including seminal works as well as recent and relevant sources. These references are complete and well diversified, encompassing scientific contributions by well-established scholars in the field. The bibliography is prepared in accordance with the required standards, and the sources are used appropriately and effectively, demonstrating a solid knowledge of the domain and a critical engagement with the specialized literature. The extensive range of consulted sources has enabled the author to successfully achieve the intended research objectives.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally well written, demonstrating logical coherence and an appropriate structuring of the scientific content. Overall, the language does not hinder comprehension and meets the standards required for international scholarly publication. Only very minor stylistic or grammatical refinements (e.g., improved sentence conciseness or occasional wording polish) may be considered, but these are not essential and do not affect the scientific quality of the paper.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The conclusions are clear, well synthesized, and accurately reflect the analyzed data. However, it is recommended that more concrete managerial recommendations for SME owner–managers be added to the conclusion section.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no ethical issues in this article. Data collection was conducted ethically, with voluntary participation, and with anonymity and confidentiality ensured.
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