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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it advances lean management literature by empirically clarifying how lean practices translate into organizational competitiveness, rather than assuming a direct and uniform effect. By positioning operational performance as a mediating mechanism and validating this relationship using PLS-SEM, the study provides a mechanism-based explanation that helps reconcile mixed findings in prior research. The focus on SMEs in an emerging economy context further enriches existing knowledge, which is still dominated by large-firm and developed-country studies. Overall, the findings strengthen the theoretical integration between lean management, operations strategy, and the resource-based view, offering both methodological rigor and practical relevance for future research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Yes, the title is generally suitable, as it clearly reflects the key constructs (lean management practices, operational performance, and organizational competitiveness) and signals the use of a mediating mechanism.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is clear, well-structured, and largely comprehensive. It covers the essential elements expected by most journals (aim, methodology, results, and conclusion).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically correct.
Overall, it demonstrates a coherent theoretical foundation, appropriate research design, and rigorous empirical analysis consistent with established standards in operations management and strategic management research.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Adding 5–7 recent studies (2018–2022) will strengthen the manuscript’s scientific currency, particularly in lean adoption in SMEs, operational performance, and mediation modeling with PLS-SEM.
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	Yes, the language and English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scholarly communication.
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