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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript contributes  to the lean management and operations strategy literature clarifying the mechanism through which lean management practices influence organizational competitiveness… By positioning operational performance as a mediating variable, the study advances understanding beyond direct effect models and aligns lean research with capability based theory… The focus on SMEs in an emerging economy context further enhances the relevance of the study for both scholars and policymakers interested in competitiveness and operational excellence….
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	No Changes required 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	No major additions or deletions are necessary. As a minor suggestion, the authors may briefly mention the sample size to further strengthen clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The use of PLS-SEM is methodologically justified, and the analysis follows accepted statistical procedures.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes appropriate
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	yes
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

None
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