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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript contributes to the broader discussions on poverty reduction and sustainable development in Sub-Saharan Africa by bridging theoretical frameworks like the Technology Acceptance Model and Diffusion of Innovation Theory with empirical evidence, offering insights that could inform policy in similar low-income contexts facing digital infrastructure challenges. By highlighting barriers such as low financial literacy and regulatory uncertainty, the paper underscores the need for targeted interventions, making it relevant for researchers and policymakers aiming to advance inclusive finance amid global digital transformations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable as it clearly captures the core focus of the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is reasonably comprehensive, summarizing the objectives, methods, key findings, challenges and policy recommendations. However, it could be strengthened by explicitly stating the methodology (e.g., search criteria and databases used) to enhance transparency. Additionally, quantifying key findings (e.g., specific adoption rates or impact metrics from the literature) would add depth.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound in its synthesis of literature and application of theories, drawing on established frameworks and empirical studies to analyse FinTech's role in Ethiopia. However, it lacks a rigorous systematic review protocol (e.g., PRISMA guidelines), which could introduce selection bias, and some claims (e.g., on ATM and POS impacts) are not sufficiently supported by quantitative meta-analysis or original data.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient in number and cover a broad range from 2003 to 2024, with a good mix of global and Ethiopia-specific sources, though some older ones (pre-2010) dominate theoretical sections.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is mostly suitable but requires polishing for scholarly standards as there are grammatical errors (e.g., inconsistent tense usage, run-on sentences), awkward phrasing (e.g., "hullabaloos" instead of "controversies"), and typos (e.g., "reviewing aims" instead of "review aims").
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript could be improved by incorporating a more structured methodology section (e.g., detailing search strings, inclusion/exclusion criteria and databases like Scopus or Web of Science). The analysis would benefit from a critical appraisal of study quality (e.g., using tools like MMAT for mixed methods) and visual aids like tables summarizing key empirical findings. The Ethiopia focus is a strength, but comparisons with other African countries could be expanded for broader applicability.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are apparent and references are appropriately cited.
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