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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The significance of this manuscript to the scientific community is that the paper offers a practical and methodologically adequate framework of regional development planning and its connection to the potential of local tourism. The study incorporating SWOT, AHP, and QSPM shows a clear and reproducible decision support methodology that can be transferred to other rural and peri-urban areas with the same development bottlenecks that the study employs to support its findings. The findings provided empirical information regarding the interaction of infrastructure, digital promotion, and community empowerment in nature-based and educational agrotourism settings. The research also contributes to the existing literature on community-based and sustainable tourism by basing the strategic priorities on the local data and policy-aligned planning, which further increases its importance in both academic research and evidence-based regional policy design.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally suitable because it clearly reflects the focus on regional development, local tourism potential, and a specific case study area.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is quite detailed and properly outlines the aim of the study, the area of study, the methods and key findings. It is also useful in explaining why nature-based tourism and educational agrotourism are focused, as well as identifying the main strategic priorities based on the analysis.

Nonetheless, the abstract can be subjected to slight additions and modifications. First, it should briefly state the sample size or data sources to enhance methodological transparency. Second, a brief commentary on the scientific or policy value of the study would help explain its applicability in a broader area beyond the case area. Third, the final sentence may be more directly connected with the suggested strategies and the results of sustainable regional development, not only the growth of tourism. There are no significant deletions needed, but these would add to clarity, rigor, and academic impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct and uses legitimate and suitable ways of analysis of regional and tourism development. SWOT, AHP and QSPM are all methodologically accurate and in accordance with the study goals and the findings are logically based on the data and analysis system. The variables, indicators and priority weights are well defined and internally consistent. The sample size could be better justified and ties made between the empirical findings and sustainability theory, which could improve the study slightly, but it does not weaken the scientific validity of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list relies heavily on local and national studies, with limited engagement with recent international literature. Adding a few high-quality international journal articles from 2021 to 2025 on sustainable tourism planning, community-based tourism, and multi-criteria decision making in regional development would improve scientific depth and global relevance. It is also recommended to complete the missing bibliographic details for a few cited sources and to clearly specify the exact UNWTO report used to support global tourism impact claims.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	• Change “has rich natural resources and cultural diversity” to “has rich natural resources and diverse cultural assets”.
• Change “this potential has not been optimally utilized” to “this potential remains underutilized”.
• Split long sentences such as “Kutalimbaru Sub district is a strategic area in Deli Serdang Regency, North Sumatra Province, with substantial potential to be developed as a tourism and agriculture-based region” into two sentences for clarity.
• Change repeated use of “tourism development” in the same paragraph to alternatives such as “destination development” or “tourism planning”.
• Change “the results indicate that infrastructure development, digital promotion, and local community empowerment are the top priorities” to “the results indicate that infrastructure development, digital promotion, and community empowerment are the main priorities”.
• Change “community participation in tourism site management” to “community participation in destination management” for consistency.
• Correct inconsistent plural forms such as “strategy alternatives is” to “strategy alternatives are”.
• Simplify phrases like “it can be concluded that” to direct statements such as “the results show that”.
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