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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the scientific and educational community by systematically mapping entry-level competencies and learning gaps in Construction Technology students, providing empirical evidence to inform outcomes-based and competency-driven curriculum design.
Its proposed foundation for a Student Readiness Assessment Tool has strong practical and scholarly relevance, as it offers a replicable framework that can guide targeted interventions, enhance workforce preparedness, and support evidence-based policy and program improvements in TVET and construction education.
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	The abstract may be further strengthened by briefly indicating the implications of the findings—specifically how the proposed Student Readiness Assessment Tool can support curriculum planning or instructional interventions—to better highlight the study’s practical significance
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	The manuscript is clear, coherent, and written in standard academic English with appropriate terminology. However, the language editing may further improve sentence conciseness and consistency in tense and phrasing, especially in the Results and Discussion sections.
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	The manuscript would benefit from briefly discussing the generalizability of the findings beyond the sampled institution and acknowledging this as a limitation.
Clarifying how the proposed Student Readiness Assessment Tool will be validated and implemented in future work would further strengthen the study’s methodological rigor and practical impact
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