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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides crucial, region-specific data on the genetic diversity and virulence factors of the pathogen complex responsible for ginger soft rot in a key Nigerian production area. The application of multilocus sequence typing (MLST) and virulence gene profiling moves beyond basic morphological identification, which is a significant advancement for the field. The findings that pathogenic populations are genetically differentiated by region have direct implications for developing targeted control strategies and breeding programs. By identifying specific haplotypes and their associated virulence genes, this research lays the groundwork for developing molecular diagnostic tools, which are essential for effective disease management and the protection of this high-value crop.
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	Yes. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract covers the necessary content but needs refinement for conciseness and impact.

Suggested Revisions:
· Remove the redundant phrase "To address this challenge"

· Add a clear concluding sentence that summarizes the main finding, for example: "The study demonstrates that high genetic diversity and regional differentiation among these pathogens require locally-adapted management strategies.**


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methodological framework described is scientifically sound and follows established protocols for molecular phytopathology. The use of ITS sequencing, MLST, and virulence gene PCR is appropriate for the stated aims


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and include several relevant and recent sources (e.g., Zhang et al., 2021; Gao et al., 2020), which is a strength. However, the list could be strengthened by including more studies specifically focused on ginger pathogens in West Africa.

· Suggestions for Additional References: 

· Consider adding a recent review article on soil-borne diseases of spice crops or the genomic of Fusarium and oomycete pathogens.
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