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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	I congratulate the authors on this quality manuscript. The study describes and quantifies metals in sediments from various agricultural areas in Nigeria, enabling the calculation of the Contamination Factor, Geo-accumulation Index, Pollution Load Index, Enrichment Factor, and Potential Ecological Risk Index. In this way, the authors investigate the level of soil contamination and the risk it poses to human health.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is well-written, but I suggest some additions and modifications, particularly in the Materials and Methods section, to improve clarity.

Keywords:

Since "heavy metals," "agricultural soils," and "Eleme" are already present in the manuscript title, I recommend reviewing the keywords to ensure they are complementary and not redundant.

Materials and Methods:

Mapping and Sampling Context: A map showing all investigated sites with individual sampling points, overlaid with the surrounding land use/land cover, is highly recommended. This would greatly enhance the geographical context.

Sampling Strategy Clarification: Please clarify the sampling design.

What was the approximate distance between individual sampling points at each site?

It is stated that 5 subsamples were taken per site and homogenized into one composite sample for analysis. For greater statistical robustness, would it have been more appropriate to create, for example, 3 separate composite samples (replicates) per site? Furthermore, please confirm: were the metal analyses performed on each individual subsample or solely on the final homogenized composite sample for each site?

Analytical Procedure: For the metal quantification and analysis, please specify the controlled temperature conditions (e.g., for digestion, instrument operation, or sample storage) if applicable.

Equation Legends: Please provide descriptive captions for all equations (e.g., Contamination Factor, Ecological Risk Index) to make them self-explanatory.

Discussion:

Consequences of Metal Contamination: When citing studies that focus on the consequences of metals for organisms, please briefly mention specific examples of these effects (e.g., impaired growth, reproductive toxicity, bioaccumulation in the food chain) to strengthen the ecological relevance of the discussion.

              Study Limitations: It would strengthen the manuscript to briefly acknowledge its limitations (e.g., the      single composite sample per site, the focus on total metal concentrations without speciation, seasonal variation, or the need for follow-up studies on bioavailability).
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