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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes significantly to the scientific community by empirically dissecting profitability strategies for "Violet de Galmi" onions a key export crop in Niger's sub-arid Ader Doutchi Maggia valley—highlighting deferred sales and agroecological shifts as superior for income maximization amid climate constraints. It provides actionable data on cultivation-marketing linkages (e.g., 15-17 t/ha yields, break-even analyses), informing smallholder resilience in Sahelian horticulture where onions generate billions in revenue. The findings bridge agronomic practices and value chain economics, offering replicable models for West African onion producers facing oligopsonistic markets and storage challenges. Overall, it advances sustainable intensification debates, supporting policy for export-oriented farming in food-insecure regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, "Impact of farmers' strategies on the profitability of "Violet de Galmi" onions," is suitable overall, as it concisely captures the core focus on strategy impacts, economic outcomes, and the specific onion variety in a clear, keyword-rich format ideal for agricultural journals like AJAAR. It aligns with conventions in value chain/profitability studies, emphasizing causality and context without excess length. ​ However, it could be refined for greater precision by specifying the geographic scope (Niger's Ader Doutchi Maggia) and key innovation (cultivation-marketing strategies), enhancing searchability. ​ 

Suggested alternative: "Profitability of Cultivation and Marketing Strategies for 'Violet de Galmi' Onions in Niger's Ader Doutchi Maggia Valley" ​
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured (~200 words), effectively covering context (Violet de Galmi onions, Ader Doutchi Maggia valley), aim (strategy performance), methods (155 surveys, focus groups, KoboCollect), key results (two systems, three strategies, deferred sales superior), and implications, adhering to journal norms for empirical ag econ papers. It uses precise metrics (e.g., systems linked to sales) without jargon overload. ​ Minor gaps: Omits sample socio-demographics (e.g., Hausa producers, 0.25-6 ha plots) and core metrics (e.g., yields 15-17 t/ha, profitability indicators); could sharpen conclusions. ​ 
Suggestion  
· Methods: "Surveying 155 value chain actors (82 producers, 24 traders, 49 consumers) plus two focus groups." ​ 
· Results: "Deferred sales yields highest added value and lowest break-even, outperforming immediate/mixed strategies." 
· Conclusion: "Findings guide agroecological shifts for Sahelian smallholders." ​ 
· Trim "Questionnaires and interview guides were developed, implemented in KoboCollect" to "using KoboCollect surveys." ​ 
· Shorten stakeholder list: "across production-marketing-consumption sectors." ​
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct overall, with claims grounded in primary data (2025 surveys) and corroborated by peer-reviewed/external sources on Niger onion production.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references (~25 entries) are sufficient and predominantly recent (2014-2025, e.g., Cortese 2021, Sofreco 2022, Akpo 2022, Boukary 2023), providing solid coverage of Niger onion agronomy, value chains, and economics with a mix of peer-reviewed (e.g., Abdou et al. 2015), reports (FAO, INRAN), and theses. DOIs/URLs enhance accessibility; minor issues: occasional outdated links, French inconsistencies (e.g., "et Soumah")
Suggested References:

· Tarchiani, V., Dalla Fontana, M., & Salifou, M. R. (2013). Onion value chains in West Africa: A comparative study of the Nigerien and Beninese value chains. Cahiers Agricultures, 22(2), 120-128. https://doi.org/10.1684/agr.2013.0617
· World Vegetable Center. (2014). Economics of onion storage systems under tropical conditions. AVRDC Publication. https://avrdc.org/publications/economics-onion-storage-systems/ ​ 
· FAO. (2021). Onion market analysis in West Africa. Food and Agriculture Organization. https://www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/commodities/onions/en/ (or similar FAO onion report). ​
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality are marginally suitable for scholarly communication but require polishing for a level journal; non-native elements persist but do not obscure meaning.
Key Issues 

· Grammatical/awkward phrasing: e.g., "farmers' field" (should be "fields"); "charrette" (use "cart"); run-ons like "They pump the water with engines and distribute it by gravity (95%)." ​ 

· Inconsistencies: French terms ("et" in coords/authors); tense shifts (present/past); minor typos ("on-selling prices"). ​ 

· Style: Some literal translations (e.g., "economic actors are responsible for selling the onions"); tables need uniform FCFA formatting. ​
	

	Optional/General comments


	Excellent empirical focus with practical tools (KoboCollect, SPSS/Excel); tables (e.g., performance indicators) shine for decision-makers. Figures (study map) enhance; expand limitations (e.g., self-reported yields). Strong COI disclaimer. Complements Sahel ag lit; minor stats boost (ANOVA for yields) ideal. Valuable for Niger export policy
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