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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This article will help the scientific community better understand how blast-induced free surfaces control energy release and rock breakage during deep hole blasting…. The findings give researchers and engineers clear, quantitative evidence to improve blasting design, efficiency, and vibration control using smarter initiation strategies…
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes clear but not accurate… Im suggesting to emphasize that this is a numerical analysis…
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes…
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes… But I would love if the author added short validation section, even using literature based comparison of damage ranges or fragmentation trends……
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes..
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes… Just that personally I don’t favor too many dash lines in the texts….
	

	Optional/General comments
	Overall, this is a solid and well structured numerical study with clear results and practical relevance….. In my view, with just little bit of addition for clarification on validation, it would be great…..
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