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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research work is related with isolation and characterization of Bacillus spp. from rhizosphere soil associated with brinjal crop from various parts of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Bacillus subtilis AUB14 has been reported as a potential bacterial species. 
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	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Extra references in materials and methods to be deleted. 
Method and Results of antagonistic/antifungal activity of the isolates to be included (as it is crucial to determine the suitability of the isolate identified and the title. 

Results of colony characteristics should include: margin, elevation, opacity, texture, etc. as per conventional microbiological method. 
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Comment 1: Revised Title

Characterization and Antagonistic activity of Bacillus spp. Isolated from Rhizosphere Associated with Brinjal (Solanum melongena L.) Cultivars across Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, India. 

Comment 2: Abstract (correction highlighted in red)

The present study aimed to isolate, characterize, and identify Bacillus spp. from the brinjal rhizosphere across Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, India with antagonistic activity against Fusarium spp.

BLAST analysis confirmed the identity of AUBI-14 as Bacillus subtilis (GenBank accession number: PX737071.1

rhizosphere soils and identify B. subtilis AUBI-14 as a promising candidate for further evaluation

Comment 3: Keywords (correction highlighted in red)

Keywords: Bacillus subtilis, Solanum melongena L., rhizosphere, biocontrol, molecular identification

Comment 4: Introduction (correction highlighted in red)

Therefore, the present study was undertaken to conduct a systematic survey of brinjal-growing regions of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, isolate Bacillus spp. from rhizosphere soils, characterize the isolates based on morphological and biochemical traits, and identify representative isolates using 16S rRNA gene sequencing. The findings of this study provide valuable insights into the diversity and characteristics of Bacillus spp. associated with brinjal cultivation and lay the foundation for their future application in sustainable agricultural systems. 
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2. You have not mentioned about screening for antagonistic activity here.
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General Comment: 

1. Please remove extra references wherever possible, if one reference has the method followed.

2. Antagonistic activity testing method missing

2.2 Isolation of Bacillus spp.

15-20% glycerol
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