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	In recent decades, the histological analysis of bone tissue has been undertaken both in forensic and archaeological contexts to address a number of questions, such as species (human vs non-human) discrimination and age-at-death estimation. These applications come due to its low cost and its applicability even in case of human skeletal remains which have been affected by taphonomy alterations (e.g. fire, water) 
This technique is particularly useful in case of highly fragmented remains for which a macroscopic approach may not be sufficient. Indeed, in the event of mass fatalities as a result of natural disasters, fatal fires and transportation accidents as well as in clandestine burials, human skeletal remains can be highly fragmented and they can become commingled with the remains of pets, wildlife animals or other animals used for meat consumption. In such cases, forensic anthropologists are often asked to assist law enforcement in identifying the human or nonhuman origin of the remains and assess their biological profile.
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