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ABSTRACT 
The present study was conducted in Kaushambi District of Uttar Pradesh state during 2023-24. To study the knowledge level of farmers about the ARYA scheme of the region by using Purposive Sampling techniques in Kaushambi district constituting a total sample of 320 respondents amongst which 160 beneficiaries and 160 non-beneficiaries of the scheme. It was inferred from the research that among the beneficiaries ,48.75 per cent had a high level of knowledge followed by medium level of knowledge i.e. 31.88. In contrast 40.62 per cent non-beneficiaries had medium level of knowledge followed by low level of knowledge i.e. 36.26 per cent. For a claim that suggests ARYA schemes help to improve “Skills” in Rural Youth 45.62 per cent had a high level of knowledge whereas of non-beneficiaries it is found to be 20.00 per cent. The finding suggests that while ARYA scheme has made an impression in terms of general awareness and its focus on skill development, significant gaps remain in the understanding of its financial provisions and other relevant information. Efforts to improve communication and enhance the reach of training programs will be crucial for the scheme's success and failure in the long run.
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INTRODUCTION-
India’s agriculture is the backbone of the rural economy, supporting the livelihoods of nearly half of the population and contributing significantly to food security (Jaacks et al., 2021). It is characterized by diverse agro-climatic conditions, enabling the production of a wide range of crops and allied enterprises across the country (Sahoo et al., 2024; Addorisio et al., 2025).
Youth constitute a significant share of India’s population, accounting for about 27–30 per cent of the total population, making India one of the youngest countries in the world (Sharma et al., 2025; Swetha et al., 2025). Their importance in agriculture lies in their potential to drive innovation, technology adoption, agripreneurship, and sustainability, which are crucial for enhancing productivity, reducing rural–urban migration, and ensuring the future resilience of Indian agriculture (Arumugam & Manida, 2023 ; Ali et al., 2025; Ruzzante et al., 2021). 

 Youth can be seen as a resource for economic development and GDP growth. It can play a crucial role for not just making India an agrarian state, but bringing entrepreneurial attitude in agriculture (Borojević et al., 2023). Despite all these potential youth face challenges such as unemployment, underemployment, lack of skills, and limited access to resources and opportunities (Das, 2025; Sethy, 2025). Increasing disinterest in traditional farming, coupled with aspirations for non-farm employment, has led to migration and a declining youth workforce in agriculture. 
The Attracting and Retaining youth in Agriculture scheme is an important initiative of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), launched with the objective of motivating rural youth to take up agriculture and allied activities as profitable and dignified livelihood options. Initially, ARYA project was implemented through KVKs in 25 states of the country (Sharma et al., 2021). Project ARYA addresses key challenges such as unemployment, rural migration and food security. It aspires to make agriculture a more attractive and viable career option, thereby fostering sustainable rural development and economic progress. (Kumar et.al.,2024)
 The scheme focuses on developing entrepreneurial skills among rural youth through capacity building, vocational training, and continuous technical support provided mainly through Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK). ARYA promotes enterprise -based activities such as crop production, thereby aiming to reduce rural unemployment and migration while strengthening the agricultural sector through youth engagement. Successful entrepreneurship promotion has the possibility of attracting and retaining youth in rural areas through technology-supported agribusiness development (Gowda et al., 2023).

METHODOLOGY- 
The present study was purposively undertaken in Kaushambi district of Uttar Pradesh as few KVK is successfully running ARYA scheme, maximum number of respondents which are beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries were present due to their relative ease of accessibility.
Kaushambi district, situated in the southern part of Uttar Pradesh, is predominantly agrarian in nature and forms part of the fertile Indo-Gangetic plains. Agriculture is the main occupation of the population, with major crops including paddy, wheat, pulses, oilseeds, and vegetables, supported by canal and tube-well irrigation systems. The district is characterized by small and marginal landholdings, making diversification into allied agricultural enterprises crucial for enhancing farm income and employment opportunities.
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kaushambi functions as a frontline extension system of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and plays an important role in disseminating agricultural innovations, skill development, and capacity-building training among farmers and rural youth. Under the project, the KVK has been actively involved in organizing need-based trainings, demonstrations, exposure visits, and entrepreneurial support activities aimed at enhancing the technical competence, economic motivation, and self-employment potential of rural youth.
By encouraging their participation in agriculture, related industries, and agri-based businesses, the ARYA project aims to promote agri-entrepreneurship among young people living in rural areas. The project seeks to prevent rural-urban migration, increase the role of youth in agricultural development, and generate sustainable livelihood prospects through organized training programs and ongoing handholding support. The beneficiaries selected under the project received systematic training and guidance from KVK, Kaushambi in identified enterprises relevant to the local agro-ecological and socio-economic conditions.
There is a total of 3 Tehsils in the Kaushambi District and it comprises 8 blocks namely Chail, Kada, Kaushambi,Manjhanpur, Mooratganj, Nevada, Saraswan and Sirathu. All 8 blocks were selected purposively selected for the study because total Beneficiaries were distributed amongst all 8 blocks
A total of 160 beneficiaries and 160 non-beneficiaries were selected for the study.
The data was collected with the help of a well-structured pretested interview schedule and the ex-post facto research design was followed for the analysis of gathered data. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION- 
The knowledge level of beneficiaries had been increased due to different demonstration and training 
Table 1- Distribution of Beneficiaries according to their Knowledge level about ARYA project
	S.No.
	Statement
	Fully correct
	Partially correct
	Not correct

	1.
	I have decent information about ARYA Scheme
	76 (47.50)
	73 (45.62)
	11(6.88)

	2.
	Are you aware that this scheme emphasizes on rural youth
	75 (46.88) 
	64 (40.00)
	21(13.12)

	3.
	Are you aware that the central government funds this scheme
	89 (55.62)
	43 (26.88)
	28 (17.50)

	4.
	Are you aware that this scheme helps to  improve “Skills” in Rural Youth
	73 (45.62)
	59 (36.88)
	28 (17.50)

	5.
	Are you aware of the fact that ARYA is not being implemented in all the districts and villages
	68 (42.50)
	68 (42.50)
	24 (15.00)

	6.
	Are you aware that around 25-30 percent of rural youth migrate to urban areas in search of job
	89 (55.62)
	43 (26.88)
	28 (17.50)

	7.
	Are you aware that this scheme is provides income generation opportunities to Rural youth
	89 (55.62)
	50 (31.25)
	21 (13.12)

	8.
	ARYA Scheme attracts and empower the youth in rural areas to take up various agriculture,
allied, and service sector enterprises for
sustainable income and gainful employment
	88 (55.00)
	51 (31.88) 
	21(13.12)

	9.
	Are you aware that KVK is helping to establish 3 enterprise
(Goatery, Poultry, Seed Production)
	95 (59.38)
	46 (28.75)
	19 (11.87)

	10.
	Are you aware that there are some prior conditions to start an enterprise under ARYA
	79 (49.38)
	56 (35.00)
	25 (15.62)

	11.
	Are you aware that KVK is providing training to the beneficiaries
	86 (53.75)
	40 (25.00)
	34 (21.25)

	12.
	Are you aware that KVK is also helping in establishing demo unit 
	93 (58.12) 
	35 (21.88)
	32 (20.00)

	13.
	Are you aware that you can establish your
enterprise after getting complete training about enterprise
	85 (53.12)
	45 (28.12)
	30 18.75)

	14.
	Are you aware financial funding is not provided in this scheme
	98 (61.25)
	24 (15.00)
	38 (23.75)

	15.
	Are you aware that you can take loan from MUDRA scheme to establish your enterprise
	75 (46.88)
	46 (28.75)
	39 (24.37)

	16.
	Are you aware that SHGs have also been established under ARYA project
	43 (26.88)
	69 (43.12)
	48 (30.00)

	17.
	Are you aware that rural women can also be benefited from                   the scheme
	65 (40.62)
	63 (39.38)
	32 (20.00)

	18.
	Are you aware that documentation in loan sanctioning procedure of banks were very quick
	59 (36.88)
	49 (30.62)
	52 (32.50)

	19.
	You are not fully aware about objectives of ARYA scheme
	71 (44.38)
	58 (36.25)
	31 (19.37)

	20.
	Are you aware that you can visit site of Ministry of Skill development and Entrepreneurship, GOI for relevant information
	76 (47.50)
	44 (27.50)
	40 (25.00)

	21.
	I have very limited knowledge about diseases and its cure/ precautions related with crops/poultry/ goatery 
	78 (48.75)
	39 (24.38)
	43 (26.87)

	22.
	Women entrepreneurs can take help from NGOs on various skill development programmes.
	70 (43.75)
	50 (31.25)
	40 (25.00)



Table 1 presents the distribution of beneficiaries according to their knowledge level regarding various aspects of the ARYA scheme. Regarding general awareness, nearly half of the beneficiaries i.e. 47.50 per cent reported that they having full information about the scheme, while 45.62 per cent had partial information, indicating widespread familiarity with the programme. Knowledge about the scheme's emphasis on rural youth was also reasonably high, with 46.88 per cent responding correctly.
More than half of the beneficiaries 55.62 per cent were fully aware that ARYA is funded by the central government, reflecting effective dissemination of institutional information. Similarly, 45.62 per cent correctly understood that the scheme focuses on improving skills among rural youth, highlighting the scheme's role in skill development. When asked about income generation, 55.62 per cent of beneficiaries were having full knowledge that ARYA provides income-generating opportunities, while 55.00 per cent recognized the scheme’s role in promoting sustainable enterprises. Knowledge about the role of KVKs in establishing enterprises such as goatery, poultry, and seed production was notably high which was 59.38 per centage, reflecting strong extension linkage.
Knowledge about operational components was also satisfactory. About 53.75 per cent of beneficiaries acknowledged receiving training from KVKs, and 58.12 per cent were having full information of demonstration units. More than half (53.12%) understood that enterprises can be established after completing proper training. Gender-related knowledge level was found to be moderate, as 40.62 per cent of beneficiaries recognized that rural women could benefit from the scheme. Knowledge regarding loan documentation procedures and access to digital information platforms was also moderate. 
Overall, the findings reveal that beneficiaries possess a relatively higher and more structured understanding of the ARYA scheme, particularly regarding training, enterprise development, and institutional support.

Table 2- Distribution of non-beneficiaries according to their knowledge level about ARYA project
	S.No.
	Statement
	Fully correct
	Partially correct
	Not correct

	1.
	I have decent information about ARYA Scheme
	55 (34.38)
	78 (48.75)
	27 (16.87)

	2.
	Are you aware that this scheme emphasizes on rural youth
	42 (26.25)
	80 (50.00)
	38 (23.75) 

	3.
	Are you aware that the central government funds this scheme
	17 (10.62)
	75 (46.88)
	68 (42.50)

	4.
	Are you aware that this scheme helps to improve “Skills” in Rural Youth
	32 (20.00)
	81 (50.62) 
	47 (29.38)

	5.
	Are you aware of the fact that ARYA is not being implemented in all the districts and villages
	90 (56.25)
	51 (31.88)
	19 (11.87)

	6.
	Are you aware that around 25-30 percent of rural youth migrate to urban areas in search of job
	50 (31.25)
	85 (53.13)
	25 (15.62)

	7.
	Are you aware that this scheme is provides income generation opportunities to Rural youth
	21 (13.12)
	73 (45.63)
	66 (41.25)

	8.
	ARYA Scheme attracts and empower the youth in rural areas to take up various agriculture, allied, and service sector enterprises for sustainable income and gainful employment
	29 (18.12)
	86 (53.75)
	45 (28.13)

	9.
	Are you aware that KVK is helping to establish 3 enterprises (Goatery, Poultry, Seed Production)
	29 (18.12)
	73 (45.63)
	58 (35.25)

	10.
	Are you aware that there are some prior conditions to start an enterprise under ARYA
	38 (23.75)
	66 (41.25)
	56 (35.00)

	11.
	Are you aware that KVK is providing training to the beneficiaries
	24 (15.00)
	66 (41.25) 
	70 (43.75)

	12.
	Are you aware that KVK is also helping in establishing demo unit 
	14 (8.75)
	49 (30.62)
	97 (60.63)

	13.
	Are you aware that you can establish your enterprise after getting complete training about enterprise
	28 (17.50)
	77 (48.12)
	55 (34.38)

	14.
	Are you aware financial funding is not provided in this scheme
	38 (23.75)
	69 (43.12)
	53 (33.12)

	15.
	Are you aware that you can take loan from MUDRA scheme to establish your enterprise
	17 (10.62)
	61 (38.12)
	82 (51.25)

	16.
	Are you aware that SHGs have also been established under ARYA project
	15 (9.38)
	41 (25.62)
	104 (65.0)

	17.
	Are you aware that rural women can also be benefited from                   the scheme
	19 (11.88)
	54 (33.75)
	87 (54.38)

	18.
	Are you aware that documentation in loan sanctioning procedure of banks are very quick
	47 (29.38)
	70 (43.75)
	43 (26.87)

	19.
	You are not fully aware about objectives of ARYA scheme
	103 (64.37)
	49 (30.62)
	08 (5.00)

	20.
	Are you aware that you can visit site of Ministry of Skill development and Entrepreneurship, GOI for relevant information
	21 (13.13)
	46 (28.75)
	93 (58.12)

	21.
	I have very limited knowledge about diseases and its cure/ precautions related with crops/poultry/ goatery 
	79 (49.38)
	46 (28.75)
	35 (21.87)

	22.
	Women entrepreneurs can take help from NGOs on various skill development programs.
	15 (9.38)
	52 (32.50)
	93 (58.12)



Table 2 depicts the knowledge level of non-beneficiaries regarding the ARYA scheme only 34.38 per cent of non-beneficiaries reported having decent information about the ARYA scheme, while nearly half 48.75 per cent had only partial knowledge . information regarding the scheme focus on rural youth was limited which was found to be 26.25 per cent responding correctly.
Knowledge about government funding of ARYA was particularly low among non-beneficiaries as only 10.62 per cent had full information. When asked whether they understood that ARYA aims to improve skills of rural youth, indicating limited exposure to the scheme’s objectives.
Surprisingly, knowledge that ARYA is not implemented in all districts was relatively high (56.25 per cent), possibly due to various reasons which include indirect or informal sources of information. Awareness about rural youth migration was moderate, with 31.25 per cent giving fully correct responses.
When asked and enquired about income generation and enterprise promotion knowledge regarding this factor was low among non-beneficiaries. Only 13.12 per cent recognized income-generation opportunities under ARYA, and just 18.12 per cent understood its role in promoting sustainable enterprises which is quite low when compared to the beneficiaries. knowledge about KVK-supported enterprise establishment was also found to be limited with 18.12 per cent saying that they are aware that KVK helped in establishing the three enterprises. Operational knowledge was notably poor with 15 per cent aware that KVKs provide training to beneficiaries, only 8.75 per cent knew about demonstration units. Knowledge regarding finances and institutions among non-beneficiaries was weak. Only 23.75 per cent knows that ARYA does not provide direct funding.
Overall, non-beneficiaries exhibited fragmented and incomplete knowledge of the ARYA scheme, largely confined to general or indirect information rather than practical or operational understanding.

Table 3- Significant differences between Beneficiaries and Non-beneficiaries regarding their Knowledge about ARYA Project
	S.no.
	Categories
	Beneficiaries
	Non- Beneficiaries

	
	
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1.
	Low (20-32)
	31
	19.37
	58
	36.26

	2.
	Medium (33-45)
	51
	31.88
	65
	40.62

	3.
	High (46-58)
	78
	48.75
	37
	23.12

	
	
	160
	100
	160
	100



The Table 3 shows the distribution level of respondents across three categories with respect to Knowledge about the ARYA Scheme. Among the beneficiaries, a higher percentage i.e. 48.75 belonged to the high category, followed by 31.88 per cent in the medium category, while 19.37 per cent were in the low category. While in contrast, a majority of non-beneficiaries were found in the medium category (40.62 per cent), followed by the low category (36.26 per cent), and only 23.12 per cent were categorized under the high category. This results clearly signifies that beneficiaries possess comparatively higher level of knowledge than non-beneficiaries, which may be attributed to the fact that their exposure to information, resources, and training opportunities available is more through schemes and programmes specifically targeted at beneficiaries.

[image: Chart]
Fig 1.- Distribution of Respondents according to their overall Knowledge Level




CONCLUSION 
In the present study it was found that a greater percentage of beneficiaries exhibited a high level of knowledge as compared to non-beneficiaries, who were largely concentrated in the medium and low categories. The relatively higher level of knowledge among beneficiaries may be attributed to their direct involvement in the ARYA programme, which provides regular exposure to training, demonstrations, and interactions with extension personnel. Such systematic contact enhances awareness and understanding of various components of the scheme. In contrast, non-beneficiaries have limited access to these learning opportunities, resulting in comparatively lower knowledge levels. These results underline the importance of direct programme participation and effective extension support in improving knowledge among rural youth.
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